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FROM THE EDITOR'S DESK

The Unfinished Agenda of the Muslim Personal Law Board
Nothing Short of Codification will do

The All India"Muslim Personal Law Board which has
been striving to defend the Muslim Personal Law against
the threat of delegitimisation and pressure for its
replacement by a common civil code. It sought and
received from successive Giovernments the assurance of
non-interference with the Muslim personal law unless
there was a demand from within the Muslim cormmunity.

During 1985-86 the Board launcHed a campaign
against Chandrachud judgement in the Shah Bano Case,
which ignored political assurance, legislative history and
the provisions of the Cr.P.C. [Section 127(3)(b) and (c)]
and brought Muslim divorcees within the purview of
Section 125 as ‘ex-wife’ and succeeded in having it
nuHified by the Muslim Women (Protection of Rights on
Divorce) Act, 1986. The Act proved to beé an example of
both the success and the failure of the Board, its strength
and weakness.

Despite its flaws, contradictions and weaknesses the
Act is a legal landmark: it was the first Act related to
Muslim Personal Law enacted by the Indian Parliament
since Independence and on the demand of the community.
So it established beyond doubt the principle of legislative
supremacy of the Parliament and the acceptance by the
Muslim community, the elite and the masses of its
fegislative authority in matters related exclusively to the
Muslims. Thus it has created a precedent and opened the
door for future legislation in this field as well as it has
determined the essential condition that the substantive
provisions of any such legislation must be in accord with
the Shariat and enjoy the consensus of the Ulema.

The Act itself, it must be said, was so flawed that )

Muslim MPs, particularly the present writer, Mr. Ebrahim
Sulaiman Sait, Mr. GM. Banatwalla and Mr. S.S. Owaisi
had proposed scores of amendments to improve it and to
bring it into line fully with the Shariat. Many amendments
were withdrawn, many were lost in voice vote but taken
together, they placed on record that the Muslim
community was not satisfied with the Bill and that while it
did not oppose the Bill, it reserved its right to press for its
modification af the appropriate time. And subsequently
the Board did place a whole spectrum of amendments
before the Government.  But they were not seriously
tollowed up and the matter is still hanging. The mistake
lay in the Board leaving it to the Government to draft the
Bill and then accepting the flawed bill, despite reservation
and  protests by some members, including the present
writer, ‘

Not unexpectedly contradictory interpretations have
been made by different High Courts of various provisions.
The Constitutional Bench of the Supreme Court recently

heard the consolidated - case. Perhaps its  coming
Judgement may underline the urgent need for amending
the Act. One hopes that the Board will be better prepared
and more determined to take up the cause of the Shariat

But the very constitutionality of the Muslim Personal
Law, uncodified ‘as it is, has been 'challengedin many
High Courts. All such cases were consolidated and were
also recently heard by the Supreme Court. One hopes that
in view of the multiplicity of personal laws in the country,
the existence of the Shariat Act, 1937, the impossibility of
formulating a common civil code, the guai'antee of
Freedom of Conscience and = of Religion  in  the
Constitution, the close and, above -all, unseverable
relationship between religion and personal law in case of
all major religious communities in the country, the
Supreme Court will endorse the constitutional validity of
the Muslim personal law. , -

Notwithstanding this, time has come for the Board 1o
consider the question of involving State authority for legal
mitigation of the social consequences of some prevalent
practices in the Muslim cbinmunity, particularly of
polygamy and triple divorce and to formulate a clear stand
on the question of codification within the framework of
the Shariat. : g '

The Board knows that its campaign of social reform
has not taken off and that given the. paucity of resources,
human and material, it is not in a position to launch @
campaign of such intensity that it will break the hold of
age-old' customs- on the generally  conservative Muslim
society in’'India which, because of its. minority status, i

~ever apprehensive of an'assault on its religious- identity

and naturally tehds_v to be more orthodox as ‘compared 1o
Muslims in Muslim States. -~ .

The apprehension is real ‘because in fact many of’
those who plead for reform in Muslim society on grounds
of gender Justice are anxious either to de-Islamse the
Muslim community or to absorb it into the Hindu fold.
All of them think that the only way to achieve their goa) of
destroying or deforming Islamic'identity is to detach the
Muslims. and particularly the Muslim women' from the
Shariat, i.e. the Holy Quran and the Traditions of the Holy
Prophet. by o

The frequency of polygamy among Muslims is aboit
the same as among the Hindus. Yet Muslims are alone
identified with it. No one speaks of polygamy among the
ST’s, SC’s and even many Hindu castes; no one mentions
polyandry rampant in many regions. Similarly, every one
- from a Marxist to a Sanghi sheds crocodile tears on the
“plight of the poor Muslim woman”. That -for every
Muslim v-oman in distress, .there must be at' least 7 nons
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Mushon woimen in similar circumstances is ignored. No
tor them. Female foeticide, dewry burning,
ancides by daughters due to parents’ lack of

oine St Ks

sil ol

Juspuices 1o pay” for husbands are rampant in Hindu -

society. Many are forced into brothels or end up leading a
e of religiously sanctioned prostitution. All these are
These sympathisers of Muslim women are

dient when the lutter are raped and butchered and burnt in
cammunal riots or when their near and dear ones: become
thizels ol alrocities.

Similarly, cveryone speaks for the poor’ Muslim
divorcee when her former husband refuses to maintain her
lor Iite. Yet there are many times more Hindu women
whom thew husbands do not support or abandon! There is
ni anxicty to raise the maximum of Rs.500 under the
Ci PO which is a pititully inadequate for maintenance.

\nd no one is prepared to understand that marriage in
[<lam 15 essentially a civil: contract between a man and a
woman and that once the contract is terminated, there can
be no lingering claims of one party over the other and that
there 1s no concept of life-long alimony in Islam;

But, all these issues are projected, sometimes even by
well-meaning friends. The impact is to vilify Islam and to
bing down the community in the eyes of the non-
Muslims.,

Granting the malafides of many critics and pseudo-
sympathisers, the Muslim society cannot claim perfection;
i cannot be any one’s case that Muslim women have not
been suppressed, exploited and even oppressed by men, in
4 man-dominated society, to ensure their dominance over
the women. It is thus imperative that gender imbalance
and injustice and viciousness and degradation arising
therefrom are remedied by the Muslim society. And they
can, and should, be, by recourse to Islam, to the Shariat, to
the Holy Quran, interpreted in the light of the Traditions
and erystallised in the form of a Muslim Code.

hrastged off,

Progicssive Muslims, - including many enlightened

Ulema, believe that through reinterpretation, a modern

Fig'h, preserving the essential and relevant core and the

best applicable provisions of the various Schools can be
formulated which would meet the demand of the age and
the crcumstances of the society, without in any way
infringing upon the holy texts. This is the unfinished
agenda of the Board, which it must courageously
take in hand, without any further delay, taking into
account the experience in many Muslim states (other than
Turkey and Tunisia which have thrown the baby out of the
window with the bath water and have ignored the Shariat).
‘Througl this scheme of things, the troublesome questions
of polygamy. mstantancous divorce and maintenance of
divorcees can be tackled

So, on one hand, the Board, duly rejuvenated by
inflow of fresh blood from the racks of the younger Ulema

and the non-Ulema (of various specializations, law,
sociology, politics, economics, communication etc.), has
to keep up its struggle against the inposition of a commen
civil law, in the name -of . cultural uniformity or
‘constitutional purity’, should apply itself at various levels
to the promotion of education among Muslim women and
instruction of the community in Islamic norms of family

 life i.e. women’s right in Islam, anti-Islamic vicious social

customs like fixation of Mehr at a very low level and its
eventual non-payment; whimsical and arbitrary exercise of
the right of divorce by husbands without recourse to
the procedure laid down in the Holy Quran, and
contraction of more than one¢ marriages without any rthyme
or reason and without the manifest ability to do justice to
and maintain all the wives.

In this context, the failure of the 14 Session of the

"Board held in Bangalore on 28-29 October, 2000 to

deliver what had been promised despite massive build up
by the media makes it imperative to adopt a new approach.

The insiders knew all along that the battle for social
reform is long and arduous, and that no change can take
place overnight and that it was not only a question of
formation of a positive consensus within the community
but of reconciliation among various sects and also of
neutralising the pressures from the dominant forces of
conservatisim.

‘The skirmish over the formulation of a standard
Nikahnama has led (o a stalemate and the draft Nikahnama
has been referred back to the Drafting Committee for
reconsideration in the light of the observations made on
the floor. Some obgervations were on the expected lines;
but some apprehensions expressed specially by some
women members of the Board must be taken note of.

~Given male dominance in the Muslim Indian society, the
* woman is an unequal, weaker, party in the Nikah, which is

essentially a civil agreement; so it is difficult for Muslim

‘women to find suitable husbands, as it is, and the insertion

of too many conditions in the Nikahnama will aggravate
the difficulty; this would be contrary to the Board’s

- purpose, namely to protect the interest of the women. So

the Board should pause and rethink. There were, however,
others who thought that the draft Nikahnama dud not po far
enough.. The Board, in any case, has no legal power, the
Nikahnama. even if promulgated, will have only moral
authority and social conservatism would have ncutralised
its application.

But the most important task, beyond the formulation
of a standard Nikah Nama or the mtensification of the
social reform campaign, is the Codification of Muslim
Personal Law.

This is not a task which can be fulfilled overnight. Or
by a small coterie. The Board should, in my view. adopt a
10-year plan, with a deadline for each phase, appomt a
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FROM THE EDITOR’S DESK

Collegium of Scholars who should, among themselves,
represent.all the important Schools of Islanyic fig’h as wel]
as all relevant branches of contemporary knowledge. .

One is compelled to take note of the fact that while
the Board has limited resources, over the years it has
overstretched itself and  taken upon itself added
responsibilities which have no direct relation to the object
and purpose of its estab| ishment. At the Bangalore Session
most of the available time was devoted 1o RSS Chief
Sudarshan’s  call for Hinduisation of Islam and
Christianity, the progress of National Commission for the
Review of fthe Functioning of the Constitution, Joshi's
programme of Saffronisation of education, the vilification
of and assault on Muslim educational institutions, not to
speak  of the  Babarj Masjid cases. The Bangalore
Declaration could have been adopted by any national
Muslim organization, the JIH, JUH, AIMMM or the
AIMC. Little time was devoted to the key issues of
Nikahnama and Social Reform. The Board has to
concentrate on 1ts prime objectives or run the risk of losing
its identity and raison d’etre.

The experience  shows that the Board needs to
combine vision with authority, The society is crying for
reform: Reform to be viable, must be, both within the
framework ot the Shariat and engage State authority.

In the age of democracy, Muslim Indians cannot
beconte politically dominant in-India when they form only
12.59% of the population but they have the potential to
organize themselves and their affairs ina mannef that can
present them as an admirable model for the rest of the
Indian people to emulate, if in their pérsonal conduct, in
their family life, in their collective life and in their
interaction with the larger Indian society, they are seen as
exemplars of integrity, compassion and justice,

Administration of Criminal Law, Justice being a
prerogative of the State, the Shariat cannot be applied but
in matters ciyil through proper application of the Shariat,
the Muslim society can achieve a degree of inner harmony
which would make it the cynosure of ajl eyes, indeed the
Khair-ul-Umima as the Holy Quran proclaims jts raison
d’etre.

The Board has not only to take a long-term overview
and carve out a path through the exuberant accretion of the
ages to the shining light of Islam to guide the family life of
the community but instead of tinkering over various
aspects of social reform, take up formulation of g
Muslim Code and then seek its enforcement
thorugh an Act of Parliament.
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GOVERNMENT

Proposal for Creation of
Ministry of Minority Affairs
Shahabuddin’s Letter to PM Vajpayee, 23 May, 00
. May I draw your attention to the suggestion made by
your college Shri Tapan Sikdar; Minister of State, for the
formation of a Ministry for Minority Affairs.

As .you are aware, this has been a longstanding
demand of the minorities, particularly of the Muslim
community, so that they do not have to run from pillar to
post to get their problems attended to or their grievances
redressed. Further, this would make for coordination
between various officials -and semi-official bodies
concerned with the implementation of programmes for
minorities welfare, such as the National Commission for
Minorities, the Central Wakf Council, the National
Minorities Finance and Development Corporation, the Haj
Committee, the National Council for the Promotion of
Urdu etc. This ministry. could also monitor the
implementation of the PM’s 15-Point Programme and
intervene, when necessary, in cases such as those relating
to recognition of minorities educational institutions and
permission to receive foreign contributions or exemption
of charitable trusts from income tax etc., handled by other
ministries/departments.

However, I would like to suggest that the Ministry of
Minorities Affairs should function directly under the
Prime Minister because minorities grievances are the
concern of several ministries and departments. The P.M.
may like to have a MOS for Minority Affairs to assist him.

I request you to give serious consideration to Shri
Sikdar’s suggestion.

What Makes Muslims Distrust Police?
Shahabuddin’s Letter to Delhi Police
Commissioner, 19 Oct., 2000 ,

I have seen your statement on distrust and hostility
between the Muslim and the police force.

It is not difficult to understand the psychological
distance between the two, if you recall the numerous
atrocities committed by the police force in various parts of
the country over the last few decades and the partisan role
that the police, particularly the armed constabulary played
in situation of conflict and violerce.

Coming %o Delhi, I wonder if you have ever checked
the known cases of arbitrary arrests, custodial killings and
atrocities. . imagine you would find a disproportionate
share of the Muslims. It may be that there are
proportionately more criminals among Muslims and,
therefore, they are targeted by the police! It may also be
that the police is activated by communal bias and
prejudice.

This anti-Muslim bias, believe me, is a fact of life.
There are only two ways, I can see, of reducing it, you
cannot eliminate it altogether. The first is good training

President K.R. Narayanan
On Growing Intolerance
There is scattered intolerance abroad which is
worrying. It is not as if everyone has become intolerant.
The majority of the people are tolerant. But what is
happening 'is that important people are not condemning
intolerance enough. ..

Sometimes, many leaders do not strongly condemn
intolerance even for the sake of condemning. 1t is very
important that feaders and opinion makers strongly argue
against the spirit of intolerance where people arc made to
attack each other in the name of faith, language or tor any
other reason. .. (Source: The Week, 5 November, 2000)

PM Atal Behari Vajpayee

On Social Peace
India’s greatest asset is her unity in diversity. Let us
together strengthen our unity, by, creating greater tolerance
and respect for our linguistic, ethnic, regional and
religious divérsity. Today, there is greater social cohesion
and communal peace, for which 1 compliment people
belonging to all communities. We must now make it a

permanent feature of our national life.
(Source: The BIP Today, 1-15 November, 2000}

Peril of Identity, Muslims with ISI
Editorial, The Milli Gazette, 16-31 Oct 2000

“Our suspicion is that IST activities ale not that large
and widespread as the saffron home minister makes them
out to be. We further suspect that the aim is to create a
certain atmosphere in the county (sic), which will provide
the right environment conducive for the passages of
changes cherished by the Sangh Parivar. Let all be warned
that it’s playing with fire to sow the seeds of hatred and
suspicion about such a large community. The
repercussions will be bitter indeed and nothing like what
you have seen until now... The few terrorist elements here
and there do not enjoy the community’s. support. But any
overplaying will change the scenario and the moment the
community at large supports such activities it will be lell
and not a thousand Advanis will be able to contai it. The
J&K and North-East examples are for.us all to sec.”

and secular leadership. The second is co-option of
Muslims in the police force. I think the PM’s 15-Point
Programme for Welfare of Minorities also makes this
point. Short of reservation, there are ways of ensuring due
representation of Muslim in the force. Once the face of the
force is more cosmopolitan, the' communal edges will be
automatically rubbed out. And I dare say that a Muslim SI
o1, a Muslim Constable can be more useful to you in
Muslim mahallas as the British found that black and Asian
policemen are more effective in Black and Asian
concentration areas of London.
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ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Abusaleh Shariff on Relative Economic and Social Deprivation in India

The declaration of Indian Republic as a sccular state
. explains the religious’ and ethnic diversity ﬁmbibed in
its socio-cultural and- political ethos . since - time-
immemorial. The caste, religious and regzional differentials
in economic, social and political spheres in India have: a
historic basis... Indian socio-economic -fabric is- (very)
complex ... because’ ot various “layers-and segxﬂcutafions
the society is divided and sub-divided into... iy
. A large majority of people in India suffers {rom
abject poverty. Poverty has two dimensions: as absolute
and a relative dimension. India has ~over. 330 million
people belonging to all faiths; religions and-regions who
live a miscrable life ot absolute poverty suffering trom
xtreme degree of human - deprivation. Inspite of falling
levels of poverty in terms of proportion. the absolute
number is  hovering - around 300 . million  since
independence... There are two -essential reasons: for
understanding relative poverty profile. Firstly, reduction m
relative poverty is a pre-condition in alleviating absolute
poverty in any society. Secondly, ‘it is important for any
govenment to track the variations in relative poverty gap
between various types of population groups so as to ensure
cquily in opportunity as .a imechanism of “poverty
alleviation, ‘ i
... Ol late a few independent data sources have come
into  existence  which help in both estimating and
redefining the parameters of ‘poverty in its absolute and
relative  dimensions. A survey of 33,000 nationally
representative rural sample, conducted by the National
Council of Applied Economic Research in 1994 provides
data on household income and . a range of human
development parameters ‘which "can be  cross-classified
according to a number of population” groups. These data
have been used to estimate levels of poverty according to
selected population group... i :
Income and Levels of Living - g
' i " Tabl

‘the poverty line is about 50 for the SCs

- is the most preferred und valued asset

" much lower than the Hindus, whereas their
~income is disproportionately large

-.. The key indicators in Fable | ghow g very higls
incidence of poverty among the Scheduled Castes and +|,L
Scheduled Tribes followed by the Muslim compared wiily
the all India average. The percentage of Population below
_ ; : and STs and 43 fu
Muslims compared with 39 for the wiole population (32
per cent among the Hindus excluding $Cs and STs). If ti'l;'
houschold and per capita income are C(_)nsid_cfcd & Scenario
emerges where the SCs, the STs and the Muslims
can be considered as the economicaliy deprived
population groups... This brings to the fore the lack of
access to productive assets. employment and

A o 3 way,
stability tor the Scheduled groups and the ;

Muslims. Lynd
' 4 across India and (e
SCs and Muslims are relatively more deprived in terms of
land- ownership across India. Hindus ag 3 whole have o
relative advantage of owning land larger proportion gl

- larger size class, for example while one-fifth of Hindus

own five acres or more of land. only one-tenth of Muslims
belong to this category. This points to the need h,',
creating new instruments  which may  provide gp
alternative for land as the main source of security among
the rural households. b

Agriculture is the main source of income
‘STs and all Hindus... Agricultural wage
source of income to the SCs and STs and artisanship fo
Muslims. The proportion of income derived  {ron
agriculture ‘and allied activitics among e Muslimg g

among te
IS an mmportan|

share of
from artisan a5
industrial work. This at the outset appears a positive
feature, but in fact it is not. In rural areas stabe and highey
level of income is derived from land and agrimfmw
matched only by those with salaried regular income,

The work participation rate among the Muslinis js the
least both for males and females suggesting relatiyely

. mi . el
Income, Asset and Material Well-being of Households According to Caste and Religion
el ST SC Hindus Muslims All

Household Inconie'(Rs). 19556 17465 25713 22807 25653
Per Capita Income (Rs.) I - 3504 3237 4514 3678 4485
Work Participation Rate — Male - 51.6 52.8 523 48.0 519

© -do- . '—Female 2! 23.0 19.3 9.6 18.4
Source of Income — Agriculture” . 5560 37.7 56.1 44.1 55.0

-do- — Artisanship 2.7 5.7 43 8.3 45

-do- " — Salaried .. AT B4iE 15.2 16.4 14.7 16.5
Land Holding/Reporting Household (acres) 43 2.8 4.6 3.6 45
Yoage Kutcha Houses. e i) 66.6 55.2 65.9 554
“Yage Blectric : 207 307 43.2 30.0 429
Yage Protected Water 61.6 72.8 71.1 78.1 72.0
Yage Piped Water 17.2 22,6 253 194 24.8
oage Having Toilet 12.2: 8.3 13.2 26.7 15.3
(;,-”agc Using PDS ‘37.5 321 34.1 21.8 332
Poverty Head Count 510 50.0 39.0 43.0 39.0
Capability Poverty % - 2 68.0 60.0 56.0 52.0
(Source: INDIA: Human Development Report of the 1990s (forthcoming, Oxford University Press).

__—__‘_——___
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higher unemployment rate. WPR among the Muslim
women is as low as 10 per cent compared with an all India
average of 18, Access to selected basic needs is below the
national ayerage for the SCs; the STs and the Muslims,
particularly in electricity and piped water supply. Muslins
particularly have lower PDS utilization compared with all
other castes and religious categories,

Literacy and Schooling S ,

The SCs-and STs are least literate in India,
Adollowed by the Muslims compared with rest of population
(Table 2). Only about 40% of SCs and STs and 50% of
Mushims are literate compared with, about 54% over all
average (60%. for Hindus excluding SCs and STs)... A
matter ol concern is that the énrolment. rate among the
Muslims is only 62% almost at parity with the SCs and
STs as compared with about 72% for all India and 77% for
Hindus (other than SCs and STs)... A large inter-group
disparity .in ¢nrolment compared with the disparity in
levels of - literacy suggests  that enrolment rate in
clementary schooling among the Muslims has been falling
in the immediate past especially so in case of females. ..

Another importamt fact to highlight is the onset of
private schooling across India. more so in UP, Punjab,
Haryana. Bihar. AP and Kerala, Muslims send their
children relatively more to the private elementary schools
compared with all other communities, Theie appears to be
some sort of resentment on-the part of Muslims to send
their children to government schools. Since schooling and
cducation is a state subject important policy initiatives
have to be taken by the states to set right this anomaly in
providing cqual ‘opportunities and appropriate education at
least at the primary and clementary fevels. National efforts
should " be initiated to tind out as to why the Muslim
children are being withdrawn from the publicly provided
free schooling in India. Allowing this trenid to continue. is
also likely to atfect female education among the Muslims
much more. Considering education as one of the main
parameter of human development, cleaily the SCs, the STs
and the Muslims lag in most of the output indicators such

as the literacy, enrolment, discontinuation and percentage
of population (aged 7+ years) completing matriciulation.
A relatively greater dependence on private schooling of
Muslims, which s disproportionately expensive and

especially given the low economic conditions, seems to be .

due to compulsions emerging out of Inappropriate
education. There is an urgent need to take a serious note of
the above facts to design appropriate public policy
interventions and implement them in due earnest taking
help from multi-national agencies such as the United
Nations and the World Bank if needed. -

Health and Demography :

Besides. high fertility rates among the Muslims, the
SCs and the STs, overall a birth rate of 32 per thousand
population for rural India as a whole should be a cause of
concern. The mortality and morbidity rates are relatively
high among the SCs and STs and how among the
Muslims. The physical disability rates are relatively higher
among all the three communities focused in  this
presentation. The contraceptive practice is low for
Muslims followed by the Scheduled groups. However, a
dynamic look at the changes in all these factors over time
suggests that relative differentials in fertility, mortality and
family planning practice are declining over the past four
decades and the differential found recently are the lowest.
In fact the rate of increase in contraception has begun to
be more than the general population among the Muslims
as evidence emerging from  intensive studies  on
contraception. Muslims prefer to use gpacing methods
relatively more than all other communities which is cause
for optimism for the programme implementations. This
scenario suggests that Muslims have begun 1o accept
family Vplanning measures in . large numbers in the
preceding two decades or so. Research has also

.conclusively proved that an improvement in lhuman

development parameters depress fertility and mortality and
improve choice based contraception. Thus there is a great
prospect that various states in India enter the third and
fourth level of demographic transition in the carly first

Table 2

Level of Literacy and Schooling According to Caste and Religion
v R, » ] ST scC Hindus  Muslims - Al
Literacy Rate T-tage Total 39.3 41.5 533 49.9 53.5
s & Male St4 534 65.9 59.5 ’ 65.0
7, [ Female 20.0 28.2 392 38.0 401
Enrolment Rate Total = . 60.3 62.5 72.0 61.6 71.4
‘ BE. Male 67.6 09.6 781 66.2 77.1
: : . Female 51.5 547 65.1 56.6 048
Discontinuation Rate i Total 7.32 7.0 5.9 6.9 0.0
(Average for 6014 years) "~ Male 6.6 5.7 — 6.4 4.8
L el Female 8.0 8.8 7.7 7.6
Yoape Matriculates 1‘5-1-'y¢al's Total 4.9 4.9 8.5 5.9 8.0
Percent Students aged 6-14 vears  Total 3.2 5.8 9.3 13.3 9.8
i private schools. ' Male 3.8 6.9 10.4 14.4 10.8
- . Females 2.3 42 7.7 11.9 8.3
Annual Household Expenditure Govt. Schools 397 450 531 515 539
on schoolimg - Aided Schools 6064 544 671 542 065

(Source: INDIA: Human Development Report of the 1990s (forthcoming, Oxtord University Press).
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¢ the next century and Muslims will be not
deche E contributing to- this important achievement.
Mg is encouraging. that the population group
o ATE 4t are narrowing down in demographic

ifferentials :
d1ffe1entlas the utilization of government provided-health

pavarnciey ’es is relatively low among the SCs, STs and
e sleC the Muslims. Fro example, the number of
espe o conducted under "the care of  trained
dehverl.es als such as the auxiliary Nurse Midwives and
pmfes.s‘oqmmunization rates among the Muslims are low.
g clntld l]uS an urgent need that Muslims come forward
e tly to harness the benefits of public programmes.
Future

Hops fo: :h:;hole compared with the dominant Hindus,

O,n ttllw STs and Muslims seem to be characteristically
the S_Cs, ‘ced due to.social and physical distancing from
margmgl;s economic and political nucleus. They also have
i socu‘l ’nal esteem. The process and ‘mechanisms of
1o Eperst ould take mundane and subtle routes that often
exclusion ‘(c:;ed- Most of the downtrodden are illiterate,
g0 .um.lonendogamous social relations, work as. wage
;ngmtalgnd artisans. They have a high (age) dependency
] high fertility and, low economic dependency ratio
448 n%most every one has to work including children.
bccalsgg Joyment and wage stability, relatively more

| mI:ld fractured families, high mortality and low
= a ¢ utilization.. Their participation in public
healtl.l Cdr_g and utilization of publicly provided goods
pl-oglal_ml?: is substantially lower than the population as a
dndfseivige ve been unable to find adequate proportion

They ha . ' .
(\)thgfs-it[ionz in the government machinery, and in public

licy making,
and p°‘{“;‘2£3 fo}; relativge backwardness of the SCs, STs
hg ;‘nlg'is only partly due to historical reasons. All
And WS 1munities have a poor asset base especially. in
o cOmership of immovable assets, such as cuitivable
terms ())wg the reasons for relative backwardness are
i lalch”relativc bargaining power in the local social

in a big wa

Low ¢

may have also contributed to- this state of affair,
Concurrently the particular and unique problems emerging
from the caste system and multi-religious population
composition were not accorded adequate attention in
public  debates, public allocations and program
implementation, notwithstanding the reservations for the
SCs, the STs-and OBCs. Most programmes aimed at
alleviating the problems of poor and minorities
are symbolic and un-sustainable due to want of
implementation  and adequate public
commitment. There should be public efforts to-create

enduring  opportunities, and carefully - conceived

affirmative actions, at least in the short run, to alleviate the
relative backwardness especially in the areas of education,
employment and training, productive credit and political
participation.

Ensuring that India remains a multi-cultural, multi-
ethnic, diverse and dynamic society is imperative both for
national integrity and strength. While these attributes are
India’s strength a reformed legal system should evolve
which can penalize vested interests that misuse these
characteristics regardless of whether they be individuals,
communities or the political parties. There has been
considerable progress in this direction, but much has to be
done. The Indian legal system has not been fully harnessed
to address these issues. ..

The forces of globalization and a new deal world
cconomic order can create opportunities to overcome
many. a crisis faced by the downtroddenyonly if the fruits
of new economic order are accessible to all and fairly
distributed. The economic forces of liberalization and
globalization should essentially be the most secular forces
sweeping India in the recent past. However, the peculiar
way of adaptation of these forces may not entircly be free
from subjective decision making, thus excluding selected
population groups and regions from accessing the ensuing
benefits. The present day private and to some extent the
corporate sector seem to still rely on traditional social

sogial I‘tical system has always been low. Rural to urban  systems which needs to change.
13;1 lgg;n of the SCs and Muslims since Independence Promoting mainstream participation of the
& | Table 3
Health Care Utilization According to Caste and Religion
ST SC Hindus Muslims All
1 ation Morbidity (*000) 1130 124 123 106 122
;}‘9“ ]ﬁ;?blidity (per lakh) 3377 4527 4503 4441 4578
% a{or‘ eiving ANC Care - 5.7 11.6 9.9 . 8.0 9.8
oo elivery Attended Trained Person 31.9 37.6 40.5 315 40.0
(;ag_;e Children Immunized (all 8 doses) 39.5 42.6 49.7 34.5 48.5
Diohilities  0-4 years/lakh 1881 2058 1983 2409 2042
s t'n 5-12 years/lakh 2406 3325 2771 3792 2896
g trition 0-4 years % 38.0 40.3 374 37.7 37.2
SRS S e 30.2 30.3 287 335 29.0
Crude Bisth Rate 35 35 32 39 32
Total Fertility Rate 4.4 4.7 4.2, 5.8 4.3
InfAnt Mortality Rate 98 99 86 75 84
Contraception 34 31 36 25 36
) Methods 4.4 4.7 4.9 8.2 5.6

% Spacing

pIA: Human Development Report of the 1990s (forthcoming, Oxford University Press).

(Source: IN
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SCs, STs and Muslims in social, economic and
political spheres should be one of the important
objectives of the state governments. This will
imbibe the feeling of propriety and ownership which
brings along with its responsibility to save, protéct and
promote. In this regard it is essential to conceptualize
programmes and to generate a sense of agency and
trusteeship among all but more so among the community
leadership irrespective of religion and caste. Participation
in secular education is a necessary but not sufficient
condition. Education should impart values’ emphasizing
the multi-cultural nature of Indian society, tolerance and
mutual respect of basic human values rather than
propagation of procedures, rituals and unconformable
historical events. Choice based education system
should be evolved in which different religions and
communities should have opportunities to
choose their language of instruction and topics of
interest, Importance is providing education and
schooling in English should be reviewed, along with
priority in computer literacy. This re-emphasis in
education is in the interest of all the future generations in
India. There are certain responsibilities that the respective
communities should share. These communities should be
sensitive to local issues and should identify first with the
local population and then to the larger population
identities of states, nation and international communities.
The 73 and 74" Constitutional Amendments do not

automatically address these issues.” Yet they provide a
good platform. The hitherto marginalized communities
should participate in large numbers in the Panchayati Raj
system and the. urban local self-governments. The
respective communities which often suffer from urban
middle class stereotype should come out of it as soon as
possible. Besides, there is a need to recognize diversity
within communities, including that in the minority
communities. Creating homogeneity is not the answer.
Locate: where community lives and . integrate. - Ensure
gender equity and enable {emale participation. in market
activities. These should be effected both in the intra-
household as well as community context.

There should be institutions and structures that
encourage individuals and community to realize the
benefits of social services provided by the government. It
needs social mobilization not necessarily  of  the
communities alone. The SCs, STs and Mushims should
come out in a large way to realize the benefits provided by

a large number of public programmes. Special
programmes for the downtrodden are vet not fully
implemented. Pressure groups and lobbymg may help

improve programme implementation. .. Special trade fairs
and display of unique skill that the Indian SCs, STs and

Muslims have deserve special encouragement. Private and -

corporate sectors should open avenues for employment for

all communities based on the principles of efficiency and -

competition. '

With DBest Gompﬁ'm enls Y

Regd. Office: “ASSOCIATE HOUSE”, 85-A, Victoria Road,
Mustafa Bazar, Mumbai - 400 010
@3717777/3728820/21/22 Fax: (91-22)3738787/3732222

BRANCH MANGALORE: (0824) DELHI: (011) KANDLA: (02836)
OFFICES: “Associate House” (F-22, Bhagwant Singh “Associate House”
Vas Lane, Market, Sadar Bazar National Highway(8-A)
Mangalore - 575 002 Delhi - 110 006 Gandhidham - 370 201
o (O) 407726 & 407588 o (0) 7775066 & (0) 23955 & 22873 -
\ {F) 407000 ® 423340 (F) 7524310 ® 3540594 (F)33965 (R)32894 & 22674 /
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Amulya Ganguli on Pro-Hindu Line -
A Recipe of Disaster for Long Run

.. The essence of (V.N. Gadgil) thesis is the need for
the Congress to adopt-a pro-Hindu line since the Hindus
constitute a majority in the country.

There is so much that is wrong with this approach that
it is difficult to decide where to begin. For a stdrt, the neat
division that Gadgil has made between 82 per cent Hindus
and 18 per cent minorities is not as neat as he presumes.
The 82 per cent is not a homogeneous entity, ready to
band together against the 18 per cent with great fervour.
Only the rank communalists among them, who constitute
the Sangh Parivar’s core base of support, will want to do
so. But their percentage cannot be too high, as the BIP’g
electoral difficulties ... show. |

Even the BIP is aware of their inadequacy in terms of
numbers which is why its new president has reached out to
the Muslims in a vain attempt to widen his party’s
acceptability. It is not a little ironical that when the BIP,
which used to believe i the theory of the Hindu majority
cnabling 1t to attain power, has realized the complexity of
the Indian scene. Gadgil is reiterating that same stale
theory.

... What is outrageous is.that a' Congressman ...
should be looking at the electorate through the Sangh
Parivar’s sectarian lenses...

After the departure of Gandhi and Nehru, the
Congress: started deviating from their broad-minded
outlook and began pandering to sectarian sentiments...
Even if the party’s gradual degeneration is the result of its
blinkered and unprincipled - members Trising in the
hierarchy. the party never formally canvassed for votes on
the basis of religion or caste.

I'he broadness of its appeal even in its present.

moribund state is due to the still prevailing belief among
the voters that the Congress essentially stands above caste
and community and looks at India as a muliti-religious,
multi-linguistic and multicultural society. For anyone to
advocate a departure from this concept, especially at a
time “when ‘it is gaining worldwide . recognition and
approval, indicates a remarkable obtuseness of mind.

The myopia is all the more inexplicable when India’s
liberal secularism stands in such striking contrast to the ...
theocracies and-... dictatorships in its neighbourhood...

... Gadgil’s prescription ... will also be disastrous in
practical terms. Imitation is the best form of flattery and if
the Congress decides to adopt the BIP’s pro-Hindu line,
the only effect will be for it to lose even the votes which it
still gets without stealing any from the BJP. The reason is
why should the people vote for an imitator when the real
thing is around?

It is the failure of Congressmen to protect
democracy then which explains the party’s present plight,
for it revealed the party as comprising hollow men.

The Congress’ present condition has nothing to do

with its disinclination to play the Hindu card. In fact, had
it tried to do so, it would probably have plunged even

deeper into trouble by showing that it has become totally

disoriented in its cynical pursuit of power...

Gadgil is also fond of praising the discipline and
dedication of the RSS workers...

(These) can be regarded as virtues only if the
organization displaying them serves a noble: cause. The
RSS’ record in this respect is not worthy of emulation. It
isn't only that its charter is divisive, the outfit has been
indicted by several judicial commissions for its role in
communal trouble.

To give just one example, the Jitendra Narain
Commission inquiring into the Jamshedpur riots of 1979
had stated that “the RSS with its extensive organization in
Jamshedpur and... close links with the Jan Sangh and the
Bharatiya Mazdoor Sangh, had a positive hand in creating
a climate which was most propitious for.the outbreak of
the communal disturbances™. Is this the example which
Gadgil wants his present party. to.follow?

. {Source: The Hindustan Times, 16 October, 2000)

Call for Indo-Pak Dialogue.

Resolution adopted by Pakistan-India People’s Forum

‘for Peace and Democracy, New Delhi, 14-L5 QOct., 2000

Text
Convinced that there can be no military solution to the

Kashmir problem and that only a solution which meets

with the wishes and aspirations of the people of J&K can

be durable and just; a civil society meeting in New Delhi
held on October 14 and 15, 2000 calls for the following:

1. “We deémand ‘an immediate dialogue between the
Government of India and Government of Pakistan at
the highest level without any preconditions.

2. We want all forms of terrorism, both state and non-
state, to cease immediately.

3. In order to create a suitable climate for the resumption
of dialogue at the highest level. We also:

a) call upon the Government of India to set up special
courts to hold day-to-day trials facilitating early
prosecution of all cases of  custodial deaths,
disappearances, extra-judicial executions, torture,
cruel and degrading treatment.

b) Call upon all armed Opposition groups and non-state
groups to abide by Optiona] Protocol I and Il of the
Geneva Convention and respect all tenets of
international human rights and humanitarian law.

4. We urge for immediate cease-fire from all parties and
all forces, state and non-state, in the erstwhile State of
J&K.

5. We call upon the Government of Pakistan to exercise

its influence and control over various groups engaged
in violent and militant activity in the erstwhile State of
J&K. {Source: The Mainstream)
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BJP: President Bangaru Laxman
On BJP’s Relation with RSS

. I wish to state categorically that what Sudarshanji
had said about Christians and Muslims in India are the
views of the RSS. They do not represent the views of the
BJP. The RSS Chief is entitled to his views and it is up to
the different sections of our diverse society to react to
these views, as they deem right. ..

... The KSS is a patriotic organization and we hold it
in high esteem. But tlis does not mean that we agree with
it on every issue. The BIP follows its own agenda, which
is significantly different from that of the RSS.

Both our precept and performance have shown that
the BJP’s commitment to principles of secularism is
complete, unconditional and irreversible. For us, all
Indians are equal irrespective of their caste and creed. All
have equal rights and responsibilities towards the nation.
Similarly, the Government is duty-bound to follow the

principle Justice for All and Appeasement of None”.
(Source: The BIP Today, 16-30 November, 2000)

BJP’s ‘Pro-Muslim Record’
Shahabuddin to The BJP Today, 16 October, 2000

Mr. 'T.R. Gopalan’s response to my letter borders on
urelevance. None of the ‘acts’ of the BJP-led government
cited by him are new or relate to the post-Nagpur period.
So they cannot serve to fortify Shri Laxman’s credibility.

Of the items cited, these related to Article 44 and
Article 370 are o gift of coalition politics.

The number of Haj pilgrims within India is well
within the maximum (0.1% of the Muslim population)
suggested by the Government of Saudi Arabia. There is no
rationale for a ‘quota’ where every citizen is free to travel
abroad and draw a foreign exchange for the purpose. As
for subsidy. | have always opposed it. It is not a Muslim
demand but a political compulsion of the Government of
the day. And it is no innovation; it has been there since
carly 70’s.

Articles 29 and 0 cannot be removed because the
NDA does not commind 2/3 majority in the Rajya Sabha.
The same may be said ol the project to declare India as
Hindu State. Only then the Shankaracharya can be invited
to inaugurate the Parliument!

Every legislator is permitted to take the oath in the
name of the deity he believes in. Qur Law Courts also
permit-oath on the Holy Book the wimess believes in.

The Minorities Commission is a statutory body. The
Act could no doubt be repealed but short of disbanding it,
it has been effectively emasculated. Also the Act covers
State Minority Commissions and some State may not
agree.

However, we are grateful for small mercies.

No one asks BIP to crawl or even to prostrate itself.

Neena Vyas
On BJP’s Double-Track Strategy

The “decision” by ... the new BIP president. Bangaru
Laxman, not to include K.N. Govindacharya as a general
secretary of the party in his new team is being seen as a
move which will achieve two goals in one stroke. It is
calculated to sideline one more person in the party known
to be close to the Union Home Minister, L.K." Advani, as
well as tame the anti- Government voices emanating from
the RSS...

- Those who have been watching the party for some
years point out that in the years when Advani was
completely in control of the party, he too had successfully
sidelined some key Vajpayee supporters leading to a
situation where Vajpayee himself complained publicly that
he was not being consulted on key issues...

Although many party lcaders reiterate that the
Vajpayee-Advani pair has stayed together in thick and thin
and no one can drive a wedge between them, there is a

‘certain pattern that has emerged over the last few years

and has become clearer even as Mr. Vajpayee has become
stronger n his position as Prime Minister. ..

. The new BIJP president is his nominee, and he is
calling the shots in the party...

. What many insiders feel is that this episode could
be a precursor to other battles which could algo involve the
Sangh  Parivar, possibly through * the Vishwa Hindu
Parishad which is getting ready to test the Government on
the Ram temple issue. This is also seen as an RSS strategy
to bring Hindutva back into political focus.

Also, the move on the temple could coordinate nicely

with the Uttar Pradesh Assembly elections due next year.

This could become a flashpoint and a source of tension
between party hardliners and the Sangh on one side, and
the moderate and elements’ supporting Vajpayce’s
policies on the other. It could also become a source of
tension” within * the coalition partners of the National
Democratic Alliance.

Some in the party see the BJP reverting buck to its
Ilindutva ideology with full vigour; and when that
happens. using the temple issue once again to break away
from. coalition pOlitiCS (Source: The Hindu, 9 Septeniber, 2000)

But one only like words to be supported by deeds, beiore
we are asked to believe in them.

As for what can be done for the Muslim Indians,
provided you are prepared to publish it, I shall send you a
copy of the Charter of Muslim Aspirations, which was
presented . jointed - by 5 nationally eminent Muslim
organizations to all secular parties on the even of the
General Election, 1999. I hope the BJP leadership can pick
up at least a few items and press the BJP-led Government
to realize them.
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Vidya Subrahmaniam on the Battle of Succession

Atal Behari Vajpayee bagged close to 70 per cent in a
recent opinion poll, conducted ironically to find his
successor... Judge(d) by (any) yardsticks. Personal
popularity: Full marks. Coalition management: Full marks.
Foreign policy achievements: A plus ... the succession talk

just deesun’t fit in - not in the context of the above

achievements, and even less considering Vajpayee is the
bedrock on which the edifice called the NDA, and (its) the
government, rest.

Clearly, there’s something extraordinary here. The
BIP is not itself these days; there is a lethargy in the cadre
which 15 inexplicable for a party that has won two
successive elections. .. and has Vajpayee for its leader... .

What explains this? ... The poll seemed to confirm
the reigning political joke: Vajpayee is number one, two,
three... right up to number ten.. Previously, Advani had
barely made it to the list of wannabes, finishing behind
even the-Mulayams and the Laloos... From that to 45 per
cent is an-unexplained mega leap.

Advani’s track record as home minister couldn’t have
anything to do with this. The promised Sardar in Advani
has hardly been spotted. Tough talk, yes - hot pursuit,
white paper on [SI and so on - but not much actual action.

The succession story is, then, not about Advani (but)
is symptomatic really of what is to come. A political party
in good health will rarely disturb the existing order: It is
sound business sense not to rock a good thing. Conversely,
it is when the outlook is bleak that political manoeuvres
are at a peak. lcadership change needs a strong impetus.
Indira Gandhi reigned like an empress as long as she won

IL(,UODS When she didn’t, the party threw her out. V P
Snlgly challenged Rajiv only after Bofors ruined the
Congress’s election prospects. Mandal did the same to
Singh. Narasimha Rao was shown the door after his party
bit the dust in 1996. Sonia came on the strength of her
mystique and the Gandhi name, both of which stand
devalued in the aftermath of the Congress’s humiliating
defeat.»

In other words, it is the BJP’s precarious
health that has emboldened sections of the BJP
and the Sangh Parivar to float the succession
story. Indeed, there is no better barometer thdn the RSS to

understand this. The Sangh is a typical bully... The Sangh'

Is once again doing all it can to embarrass Vajpayee. The
more moves Bangaru Laxman (a Vajpayee appointee)
makes towards the minorities, the more the RSS talks of
swadeshi churches and Indianised Islam.

The ¢oming clections have made this a Catch-22
situation for Vajpayee, If he talks -tough, he risks
alienating the Sangh. iis vote base and Advani, who has
made it a point o defond the organization. If he mollifies
it - as he did with the ‘I'm a swayamsewak’ bit - the Sangh

gets the upper hand.

"~ There are other worries. The economic
indicators (are bad)... Politically, the BJP is in a deeper
mess. UP has slipped out of its grip... In West Bengal, the
BIP and the Trinamul are not vibing well and in Tamil
Nadu the party has no leadership to speak of.

Vajpayee is popular. The BJP is unpopular. Till now
the two have carried on with this mismatch. With crucial
state elections coming up, the gap could get wider... There
is a real danger that the BJP will go down, dragging the
PM with it. (Source: the Times of India, 26 October, 2000)

Hawk Sounds Better

Editorial, The Hindustan Times, 17 Oct., 2000

. LK. Advani has always been seen as the RSS’
prcferred candidate. He was, after all, the man who took
the BJP away from Vajpayee’s liberal-moderate agenda
and turned it into the party of Masjid, mandir and
mayhem. Few can deny that Advani was spectacularly
successful in turning Hindutva into a vote-winning issue.
Equally, it is also true that when the BJP did eventually
assume office, it was on the basis of a Vajpayee-like
moderation and not on Advani’s Hindutva agenda.

. Towards the end of the NDA’s first term, Advani
suddenly began suggesting that his own views were not
that different from Vajpayee’s and that the lrardline image
was only a hangover of the Ayodhya movement,

In recent months, Advani has taken a moderate line
on nearly every issue of consequence. So sensible have his
positions been that many people began talking of him as a
leader in the Vajpayee mould... However, Advani has
(now) sent out conflicting signals. There was no need for
him to turn up to bless the RSS faithful in Agra. And his

latest statement, saying that the RSS is to the BJP what

Mahatma Gandhi was to the Congress, will shock many
moderates.

Why is Advani throwing away the moderate image?

. It could be that his friends in the Sangh have taken time

off from harangumg Christians, lecturing Muslims and

bad-mouthing Vajpayee to convey their displeasure. After

all, Advani is their man. And they probably don't like the

moderate noises he is making.

/ Muslims in BJP High Command\

Parliamentary Board

Total :. 9° Muslim: 1  Sikander Bakht
Central Election Committee

Total : 9 Muslim : 1 Sikander Bakht
Heads of Morchas/Celis v

Total 11 Muslim : 1 M.S. Usmani

\ (Minority Morchay
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... Advani, has ... compared BJP-RSS ties to Nehru’s
inspiration from Gandhi. The RSS represents ... Hindu
chauvinism. Gandhi and Nehru symbolise Indianness.
How can fanaticism, the darkest side of man, take the
place of pluralism or tolerance? And it becomes a matter
of concern when toadies are equated with freedom
fighters.

There is yet another point of concern. Advani has
sung the RSS’ praises and stood in salute side by side with
its leaders at a time when he is India’s Home Minister, He
should realise that he 1s no more an RSS ‘pracharak’
(preacher) or ‘sanchalak’ (functionary). His actions - and
words - purvey the Government's (thinking. The
authorities, whether in the police or administration, may
take the cue from the anti-minority erescendo of the RSS..,

What happens to law and order or, for that matter, the
country? Already, there are numerous examples of the
creeping pro-Hindu bias in governance. Communal riots
have turned into running battles between Muslims and the
police...” Yet it is not understandable: why Advani has
chosen this time to affirm the BJP’s loyalty to the RSS. It
suggests some inner contradictions or infighting...

Many regional parties joined the NDA on the
understanding that the BJP would not allow the RSS to
dictate to the Government in matters of state. Now that
Advani has made it clear that the BJP would rather break
up the government than break with the RSS, leaders such
as Chandrababu Naidu of the TD, Mamata Banerjee of the
TC and Nitish Kumar of the Samata Party should be able
to see the BJP in its true colours. They would like to stick
to office because power means a lot to them. But they
should not be under any illusion:

In fact, Jayaprakash Narain, who gave credibility to
the Jan Sangh by allowing it to join the Janata. Party,
regretted that the Jan Sangh never fulfilled its part of the
obligation. It promised to snap its ties with the RSS. At
one gathering when he asked Jan Sangh members to take
off the black cap, RSS symbol, they readily did so, letting
him believe that they had effaced their past loyalties...

For the RSS, which constituted first the Jan Sangh and
then the BJP to serve as ils political arm, it is a matter of
strategy. It does what suits it when. The destination is
Hindu Rashtriya and any way is good enough as long as it
goes in that direction. It talks of one culture. Those who
believe in-a composite culture are being described as
“traitors>.” The RSS is determined to overturn Indian
traditions. .

The tragedy is that many Hindu intellectuals have
been taken in by the propaganda that nationalism is based
on religious identity. The RSS has been clever enough to
promote (Hindu) interests in the garb of universalistic
values which are pillars of liberal democracy.

The tainted intellectuals have failed to see through the
systematic campaign to link hatred against the minorities
with the compulsions of security. The result is that the

Kuldip Nayar on BJP-RSS Ties

minorities are feeling increasingly marginalized. They stay
away from the mainstream because it does not give them a
sense of participation, much less equality. This can lead to
desperation, with disastrous consequences.

(This) serves the purpose of the RSS which may say
that only Hindus are loyal to the country. But then which
country are we  talking about, that of Gundhi or
Golwalkar’s? India's ethos is secularism and Mushim
leaders, Awzad, Abdul Ghaffar Khan and Asif Al
sacriheed as much as Gandhi, Nehru and Patel.

Wiatlowl plurabiam, the country can sustain neither

dersocracy nor winty, indu intellectuals in the country
and abroad are not seemy bevond the wrong notion of
enfily... The entity s that of Indin. nat of any particular

cormunity
Advanr’s reiteration ol the BIP-RSS tes may also

have to do with the commg Assembly clections in six
States... Maybe, Advani s prepanng the NDA partners for
the Hindu card... After the BJP debacle wi the [local
elections in Gujarat, the thinking at Nagpur is to win back

the Hindu electorate at any cost.

... Where do the NDA partners stand? What happens
to the nation’s ideal of secularism, the approach of
tolerance... Gandhi said some 75 years ago: “When we are
welded together by ardent feelings, we will embrace one
another and cling so close that we should appear to be one
..." The same mantra holds good today.

(Source: The Hiidu, 20 October, 2000)

Khushwant Singh

On Laxman Rekha

It was heartening to hear Bangaru Laxman, the new
president of the BJP, extend a hand of friendship towards
religious minorities, notably the Muslims. He wants to
change the anti-Muslim image of his party to one of a
minority-friendly set up. If his aim is only to Harvest
Muslim votes in the elections to come, he will not get very
far. '
To convince Muslims of BJP’s sincerity he will have
to do the following: tender an apology for the desiruction
of Babari Masjid and ask for punishment of those who
connived at perpetrating this most un-Hindu act of
vandalism; assure everyone that the Ram temple will not
be" built cn the site .of the demolished mosque but
elsewhere; he must issue a clear statement that tio places
of worship, particularly mosques on the hit-list of vandals
(Varanasi and Mathura) will be touched.

The BJP must also distance itself from the Shiv Sena,
Bajrang Dal, the VHP and people like Ashok Singhal,
Giriraj Kishore, Uma Bharati, Sadhvi Rithambara and
others who continue to make ‘inflammatory anti-Muslim
statements. I do not regard them as Hindus... If Bangaru.
Laxman really wants to allay the fears of Indian Muslims
(and Christians), he has to do a lot more than make pious
pronouncements of goodwill towards them. I wish him
success. (Source: The Hindustan Times, 9 September, 2000}
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Amulya Ganguli on Dynamic Equilibrium between RSS & BJP

BJP leader L.K. Advani ... has often said both inside
and outside Parliament that what he is today can be
attributed to his RSS background. .. His appearance at the
RSS conclave in Agra ... was seen, first, as not being in
conformity with his position-as Home Minister. Secondly,
it was seen as justifying the skepticism that was voiced
when the BJP made its recent overtures to the Muslims. It
is the second point which is important. and it becomes
even more so when Advani cquates the position of the
RSS vis-a-vis the Vajpayce Government to that of Gandhi
to Nehru Government and Jayaprakash Narayan’s to
Morarji Desai Government.

The comparisons made by Advani should help in
dispelling any iflusions about a softening of the BJP
because of its current adherence to the NDA s agenda...

None of this should cause any surprise except in the
context of one of Advani’s interviews on the first
anmiversary of the Vajpayee Government in which he
regretted that the BIP still had an anti-minority 1mage...

What is odd, however, is Advani’s apparent mability
to sce the connection between the BJP’s umbilical ties
with the RSS and its anti-minority image. You cannot
boast about the one and be mystitied by the other. Even
now when the years in power have made Advani realise
the need for distancing ideology from governance, as he
has acknowledged, for him to stress the links between his
party and the RSS means taking two steps back to Bangaru
Laxman’s one step forward.

Such an attitude obviously has long-term implications
for the BJP. It means that the party will never quite be able
to secure the minority vote without which, it has now
realized, it will not be able to make any significant
political gains, let alone attain a majority in Parliament on
its own. What is more, some of its present allies may stay
with it, guided by opportunism, but there is little doubt
that their comfort level will fall as the RSS under a
hardline chiet undoes what the BJP under 2 softliner tries
to accomplish.

If some of the BIP leaders wonder why the minorities
are so upset with a “patriotic’ organization like the RSS,
they are being disingenuous. The reason is simple. The
image of the RSS in the eyes. of the minorities has been
Moulded by experience at the ground level which is
reflected in the adverse comments about its role in
communal  trouble made by  several Jjudicial
commissions. .

(Such things) are reinforced at the ground level by the
other organizations within the Sangh Parivar like the VHP
and Bajrang Dal... However, none of these organizations
have ever deviated from their views. They are quite clear

in their view that India is a Hindu Rashtra where the
minorities must accept the ‘culture’ of the majority.

[t is the BJP which has been hedging its bets. Because
of political compulsions, it has always been less abrasive
than the other, more outspoken, outfits of the Parivar.
After the infructuous 13 days of the first Vajpayee
Government ... it became even more benign. But as
Advani’s praise of the RSS has shown, the mask can
occasionally slip.

... At the moment, however, it is a tightrope walk for
them between a fascist ideology favouring one dominant
culture and the compulsions of a multicultural polity.
Hence the contradiction between Advani’s RSS-is-our-
soul statement and his regret about the BIP’s anti-minority

image. (Source: The Hindustan Times, 30 October, 2000)

BJP Backtracks ,
Editorial, The Hindustan Times, 7 Nov., 2000

- (Not) so long ago the BJP was all agog with ‘social
engineering’. Essentially, this implied that a party with a
cast-iron Hindutva ideology was embarking on a grand
strategic shift to secure the votes of the “lower’ castes in a
bid o extend its electoral social base. For a time the idea
seemed to click and the party made enviable gains in the
Hindi heartland which is thought to be cmcial 1o holding
power at the Centre. But all of a sudden this grandstanding
seems to be in retreat. - « 3

With the BJP decapitating its principal non-(higher)
caste functionarics in UP and replacing them with (high)
caste Hindu representatives - witness the change of Chief
Minister, state party chief as well as Governor, all in quick
succession - it is becoming clear that the party is
signalling to all concerned that it is going back to its roots
to prepare for the coming round of Assembly clections in
the state... The so-called backward castes of UP. and the
Dalits, will no doubt draw their own lessons from this
turn-around. But equally importantly, the example of UP
1s likely to become a message for all parts of the country,
particularly northern India.

The point is that ‘social engineering’ was only a
facade, a ploy to bring in votes. It was not grounded in any
real change in the BIP's philosophy. In plural and
heterogeneous societies, parties that aspire to nower are
obliged to resort to symbolism in order to attract diverse
elements. Even if recognized as tokenism. such cfforts
buttress their claim to represent the whole electorate and
not just particular sections. In the BIP’s case. the veneer
has just dropped. ... The BIP’s first Dalit president ...
Bangaru Laxman may (be) feeling neglected.
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Ajit Kumar Jha

Conceived on the Vijaya Dashmi day by
Hedgewar, the RSS celebrated its 75th birth anniversary
recently amidst much fanfare and a massive display of
khaki shorts and saffron flags in Agra. After all, its
ardhangini (better half), the Bharatiya Janata Party, with
which it has shared five decades of political
companionship is firmly ensconced in power. And yet the
tone was strident, not one after victory but one after
defeat.

Consider the recent public speeches of the RSS
Sarsanghchalak, Sudershan, first made in Nagpur on
Dussehra day, and subsequently repeated in Agra, during
the shivir. Born into Sanatan Dharma, the eternal quality
of religion should have been obvious to him. He is also
aware that Dussehra signifies ... cultural pluralism for the
Hindus. They celebrate it ... in different forms: either
Durga Puja for the Maithils and Bengalis or as the end of
Ram Lila for those from the North. Yet in the most non-
festive, non pluralistic fashion, Sudershan let out a virulent
diatribe against the Christians: they must construct a
“Swadeshi church”.

Religion, despite its changeless quality must,
according to Sudershanji, suddenly bend to the dictates of
a nation... Little did Sudershanji realise the irony involved
even as he failed to foresee its logical outcome: Yankee
style mandirs for the NRI Hindus. And all this while Prime
Minister Vajpayee calls for communal harmony even from
the confines ot his Breach Candy hospital.

The RSS chief’s behaviour signals an organizational
crisis... All throughout its tumultuous history, the RSS,
patiently but steadily, worked towards an alternative
vision, that of the Hindu Rashtra. The aim of the Sangh,
according to its constitution, is “to weld. together the
diverse groups within the Hindu Samaj and to revitalize
and rejuvenate the same on the basis of its Dharma and
Sanskriti.”

This alternative vision appears diluted. Under the
influence of over two dozen NDA partners, the BJP has
begun developing ity own agenda. Because of the
compulsions of vote politics, the BIP is defining its own
brand image. lts newly chosen Dalit president Bangaru
Laxman, under direct instructions from the prime minister,
has begun courting all minorities. The ideological conflict
is as much on the economic front as in culture... If politics
is the art of setting agendas, then the pragmatic BJP
leadership with its centrist platform i$ turning to be the
hegemon, not the RSS. The latter feels threatened of losing
its USP.

The RSS with its corporatist structure (essentially
hierarchical, without elections) also feels rather
uncomfortable with the BJP’s democratic structure. In the
case of the BJP, the pull from below is too much for the
RSS bosses’ push from above...

on RSSvs BJP

. Notwithstanding Congress s abdication, the
RSS is not in a position to occupy the opposmon space.
For starters, the RSS is not a political party, it is more of a
pressure group -(although gigantic) but with.a limited
agenda. Even on the economic front, the RSS leadership
admits that it needs at least two years to lay out a
comprehensive plan of Swadesh1 ‘for - which
Govindacharya seems to have been deputed full time. It
has never contested elections directly although it has
campaigned for political parties. ~

Others argue that the conflict is merely on the surface,
with the moderate and the extremist wings of the Sangh
Parivar only meant for outsiders... The consequences of
the conflict may be beneficial to the Sangh Parivar. But
individuals are not always aware of the consequences of
their actions... A moderate positioning under political
compulsions by BIP leaders would obviously. cause
ideological cleavage with the more extreme RSS.

Is this crisis going to blow over? Will the mcuuag
stay intact? Or will it lead to dlvmce" Ever since the
Bharatiya. Jan Sangh was formed -in 1951 the two
organizations have cohabited through thick and thin. The
RSS needs the BJP and vice versa. But the absence of

~choices, certainly in the case of the RSS, is likcly to keep

this ‘marriage intact. It is already facing a crisis of
recruitment... _ ‘
The campaign (of) adult Igeracy

mushrooming . “of = shishu mandirs ... - is
degenerating into an anti-Christian - rhetoric. .
new leadership = does not completely revamp the
organization, inject fresh ideas and a new visipn, the
present crisis might blow out of proportion- and «end up

threatening the Parivar’s numero uno position. .
(Source The Indian b(press 19 October, 2000)

and  the
already
Unless a

4 ‘BJP: Terrltorlal Allocatlon of Work ﬁ\
Bihar Kailashpati Mishra

Karnataka Gopinath Munde

W. Bengal M.L. Khurana

Assam Sunil Shastry

‘Rajasthan Saheb Singh Verma

Jharkhand : M.A. Nagvi

(The only one with a Muslim name — Editor)

Kerala V.P. Goyal

Delhi V:K. Malhotra

Tamil Nadu V. Rama Rao

J&K O.P. Kohli

AP, Aswani Kumar

UP P.L. Khandelwal

Gujarat K. Jana Krishnamurthy
Maharashtra “o-do- -

(States/UT's wn‘h' small Muslim population left out of
\the above — Ed/tor) B,
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P. Indra on BJP’s Split Personality

. .L.K. Advani, after riding the RSS-VHP ‘rath’ to
Avodhya, which culminated in the demolition of the
Babari Masjid, realized -that his own stewardship of the
party had become a liability.

With its status as the arch untouchable of ‘Indian
politics ~ getting  underscored  so aggressively, the
unpossibility of the non-Congress, non-Communist parties
joining hands with Advani’s BIP becanie apparent. With
that was gone whatever hope the party could entertain of
caining power at the Ceentre. This was the context.in which
the second major Shakuni-like move on India’s political
chessboard was made by the hard-core saffron brigade
with the aim of gaining power to establish eventually a
‘Hindu Rashtra’.

Let it not be forgotten even briefly that the declared
mission of the RSS is 10 advance the cause of their
sectarian and shallow version of Hindu dharma, Hindu
sanskriti and Hindu society in order to totally dominate the
centuries-old niany-splendered diversity of an emergent,
maturing and modern nation.

The first time that the BJP under (Vajpayee as) the
nukhauta tried 1o form a Government at the Centre it
came a cropper, despite the promises of putting away the
basic BIP agenda on the shelf made loudly on the floor of
the Lok Sabha...

... In the event, the people turned to the BJP to try
them out as the last resort. The BJP increased its presence
in the Lok Sabha to 182 members, still 50 per cent short of
a clear majority. Yet, the party offered the best, if not the
only prospect of forming a Government and the regional
satraps had no great problem switching their fickle
loyalties from simple secularism to ‘genuine secularism’.

Chandrababu Naidu’s TDP proved to be the classic
case in point. The Marxists, of ccourse, lived to rue the day
of their shortsighted manipulations. The coup- de grace
came when they started sending out SOS to Sonia Gandhi
to save the nation from the saffron surge.

It was this conspiracy of circumstances that made the
mask’ come alive. After initial humiliation by a besieged
and demanding Jayalalitha, he has grown from strength to
strength. Today, he is actually able to tell the
sarsanghchalaks where to get off.

But then, within his Government, the Sangh loyalists
are still to be reckoned with. Whatever the level of their
commitment to the parent organization and its Hindutva
agenda vis-a-vis their own ambitions of power, they may
tind themselves coerced into towing the RSS line for fear
ol'losing the grassroots support of the parent body that has
sustained them all along. They may well be mortally
frightened ~of going to the hustings” without the
mobilisational crutches traditionally provided by ‘the RSS

cadres. At the same time, if they fail to ‘Vajpayise’
themselves, they may be left high and dry by several of
their current and prospective ‘allies’ when the time to form
the Government arrives the next time round.

The evolution of the BJP under Vajpayee has placed
the RSS on the horns of a dilemima. While they are just not
in a nosition to give up the mask, they have as much to
fear from the Vajpayee phenomenon as they .éver had to
from their worst enemies. Indeed, the more they visualize
themselves as getting close to the goal, the greater is the
camouflage they will require, to be able to seize fully the
apparatus of Government, to ‘Hinduise’ every citizen of
‘Hindustan’ a name so dear to thé founders of the RSS. So,
what they would like to see happen, as soon as possible, is
for the mantle to pass on to someone who can be relied
upon to treat the mask as such and niot let it get tused into
the personality.

In Vajpayee, they had a man who was basically non-
fundamentalist. He was not cut out to be a slave to narrow
and hostile doctrines. Despite his undisputed stature, he
could never be persuaded to climb atop a RSS rath to
arouse the Hindu populace to ‘undo historic wrongs’. That
is why, at one stage in the RSS pilgrimage towards the
sl;rinc of power in New Delhi, he was the ideal choice to
win friends and influence politicians.

The RSS was fortunate in having him arq‘pnd when he
was so desperately ' needed; but no longer. Today;
unfortunately for them, his way of thinking is engendering
the rise of a BJP which is quite different from the BJP of
their dreams and designs.

'For now, the RSS and its ‘Parivar’, after all their
angry fulmination against the BJP sarkar, have made a
strategic retreat. This became easier as their brittle €gos
were duly massaged by the ‘first ever visit’ of a Prime
Minister to the RSS headquarters in Nagpur. But the
frustration of being rendered impotent is not about to go
away in a hurry.

Indeed, the first major political match of the new
millennium BJP (Vajpayee) vs BJP (RSS) has now got
well under way. And we, the people of India, are not just
spectators but active participants, and the final arbiters of
which way it finally swings.

(Source: The Hindustan Times, 25 October, 2000)

We consider every nationalist a "Hindu".
Any person who looks at India as his or her
-mother land (matribhoomi), fathér land
(pitribhoomi) or holy land (punya bhoomi) is a
Hindu. We are not against Muslims, we are not
against Christians, we are all Indians.

- S.N. Bansal, RSS Delhi Unit Chief
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The Hindu on RSS

BJP’s Overture to Minorities

A Political Compuision

The BJP has for more than a decade now articu’lated
its Hindwitva ideology at-two levels. It has tried to c:lothe
Hindutva in secular garb by saying that by Hindus it
means all the people who live in Hindustan, that Hi.ndutva
was an inclusive concept, not excluding the minorit ies. ..

But all long, the Hindutva ideology as an
mstrument in the: hands of the party workers at the lower
levels was alway:s used against the minorities.

The sloganss, the writings on the wall, the fear
generated amon.g the minorities, the riots, they all
contributed to Hindutva as a fascist tool to send the
message loud and clear to the minorities, especially the
Muslims, that in India they would have to live by the rules
framed by the mzyjority community, that they ‘must join the
“national mainstiream”. The implication always was that
they were not pairt of the mainstream, that their patriotism
was always suspect, that they could be accepted as Indians
only if they agreed to give up claim on the Babari Masjid
to allow the building of a Ram temple.

The two levels of interpretation of Hindutva have
been cleverly used by the BJP time and again. (While)
Bangaru Laxman emphasis(ed) that the Hindutva
ideology was inclusive...

... A little later, the RSS at its Agra convention ...
implied that the minorities were not part of the national
mainstream, that they would have to “Indianise”. The
meaning, perhaps, was that the church-goiug Christian, or
the Mushim who says his namaz several times a day were
not to be accepted as Indian until they also learnt to admire
Ram and Krishna, the Hindu deities and ... celebrate
Diwali and Holi. If in the 1990s the anti-minority stance
was emphasized to garner Hindu votes ... attempt is being
made to send out the rnessage that the BJP was never anti-
minorities.

The reason for the change in emphasis may be that the
BJP has realized that as a political party, especially as a
party of governance, it cannot afford to completely
alienate 15 to 20 per cent of the population. ..

... Without them its goal of single-party rule may
continue to be elusive. (Source: The Hindu, 12 November, 2000}

Kalyan Singh’s Views
The RSS controls the BJP through remote control.
It does not want to give importance to backward castes
and Dalits. It does not have even a single backward as
Sanghchalak... It is the RSS which selects candidates
for any eclection, the BJP only puts its seal of
approval. .. (Source: The Times of India)

-BJP Relationship

Panchtantra Story Retold
RSS as Rishi, BJP as Mouse

An interesting sidelight at the recent Agra camp (of)
the RSS was the telling of the story (about the Rishi and
the Mouse) from the Panchatanfra by a senior RSS
functionary, H.V. Seshadiri. And it was not difficult to
read the political message he was conveying.

There was a ‘rishi’ (sage) who lived in the forest and
nearby lived a mouse who played around the dwelling of
the ‘rishi” One day the mouse said to the ‘rishi’ that he
often felt afraid for his lifé as there were fat cats around.
Could the ‘rishi’ help? Certainly, was the response, and
using his extraordinary powers he turned the mouse into a
cat. The mouse-turned-cat was happy, but not for too long.
One day it pleaded with the ‘rishi’ once again. It was
frightened of the jackal which was threatening its life. The
kind ‘rishi’ once again came to its help, instantly turning
the mouse-turned-cat into a Jackal.

But that was not the end of the story. After a decent
interval of time, the mouse-turned-cat-turned-jackal
approached his friend once again. How could it be safe in
the jungle where the tiger ruled supreme? What could the
jackal do when a hungry tiger was on the prowl? The
trusting ‘rishi’ took pity on the creature and changed it
once again into a tiger.

The mouse-turned-cat-turned-jackal-turned-tiger took
no time at all to try and pounce on its former friend and
mentor, the ‘rishi.’ But, said Mr. Seshadiri, the ‘rishi’® had
the presence of mind to immediately turn the tiger back
nto a mouse.

- The RSS was sending out the message that when
the time comes, and if the tiger does not behave. if it
threatens the RSS agenda, it will turn the tiger back into a
mouse.

... More than a month betore the RSS camp one
senior BJP leader spoke about the growing disenchantment
with the Government’s policies among those in the BJP
who had been brought up on RSS ideology. Speaking on
condition of anonymity, he had warned that if this
continued, there was a possibility, however remote, of a
serious break between the RSS and the BJP.

The debate within the BJP has already begun: One
day, the Union Home Minister, Advani ... present at the
concluding function ... let it be known that there was no
question of the BJP distancing itself from the RSS. Two
days later, the BJP president, Bangaru Laxman, stated that
the BJP’s views on the question of minorities “‘were
significantly different” from those of the RSS, that the
RSS had its own agenda, the BJP its own... The debate in

the party is likely to continue. (Source: The Hindu, 22 October, 2000)
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Sunita Aron
On BJP’s High Caste Strategy in UP

The BIP has finally launched the crucial phase of
“Operation Uttar Pradesh” by handing over the -CM’s
charge to Rajnath Singh, who by saving the then fledgling
Kalyan ‘Singh Government after ties with the BSP were
broken, had carned the sobriquet of a “Chanakya”.

Two factors have apparently spurred the party high

.command to take the decision: First, the party men feel

that urgent corrective steps are needed to reconstruct its
vote-base of the upper caste. The exercise had started with
the appointment of Kalraj Mishra, a Brahmin, as party
president, albeit for the fourth term.

Secondly, the creation of Uttaranchal has thrown up a
new challenge. With a majority of barely two MLAs, any
CM  would require  political acumen  to keep the
government atloat... )

Rajnath Singh enjoys a fairly good rapport with the
allies. Though some senior backward caste BJP MLAS are
upset over his elevation, the fact is that he does enjoy
support of a majority of QOBC MLAS of the party.

... Of the three important OBC vote banks of Lodhs,
Kurmis, Yadavs, the BJP has already lost Lodhs to Kalyan
Singh’s Rashtriya Kranti Party. Yadavs have always been
with Mulayam Singh Yadav while Kurmis are looking
towards their ... Apna Dal.

As for Dalits, while Mayawati has a hold over nine
per cent of the most backwards, Union communications
Minister Ramvilas Paswan is also trying to dent the vote
bank through his Dalit Sena,

The Kunnis are divided from region to region - in
Awadh they support the Samajwadi Party, in Rohelkhand
they back the BJP. Moreover, it is not possible for the BJP
to adopt an aggressive pro-backward tilt as it would
alienate the upper caste vote bank, something that the
party can ill-afford.

Thus, ...-the party leaders (had) to bank upon over 20
per cent upper caste vote, which still wields tremendous
social and economic power... As for. their political
strength, the upper castes have often captured about 150 to
160 assembly seats in a House of 426. ’

-.. The BJP high command seems to have little option
but to project Brahmin-Rajput leaders. This also becomes
essential with the Samajwadi Party Judiciously trying to
chip away the disgruntled Brahmin and Rajput
leadership., (Source: The Hindustan Times, 25 Octéb‘ér, 2000)

Neerja Chowdhury

On Mamata Banerjee’s Muslim Card

Minmita Banerjee had almost hit the Jackpot when she
quit the Vaypayee ministry on the price hike issue. But she
lost it all wih one swift stroke ... with her decision to
withdraw her resienation. _

- By resigning and withdrawing Mamata made the
biggest mistake of her political ‘career. This 1s bound to
aftect her bid for the Writers Building...

] Saroj Nagi on Christian-Adivasi-
“Muslim-Backward Alliance in Jharkhand

... Tribals constitute about 26 per cent of Jharkhand’s
population, with the Muslims accounting for nearly 10-12
per cent. The Yadav factor, fully exploited by Laloo in
Bihar, accounts for another 8-10 per cent here.

The Christians are largely concentrated within the
tribal population, with barely one to two per cent falling
outside it. '

At present the tribal vote is largely split between the
various Jharkhand parties, the Left outfits and the BJP.

The Muslim vote is divided between the non-BJP
parties, with the RJD acting as a major claimant to it. The
Christian vote likewise is split between the Congress and
other non-NDA forces.

But the creation of Jharkhand is likely to have an
impact on all this. In the non-NDA camp, for instance, the
RID ... may be forced to seek other moorings,

The Congress, which is yet to rediscover its charm,
may have to search for another ally or prop in this region.

The Left parties are perhaps the only ones who will
continue to plough their lonely furrow.”

In the NDA grouping too, ‘the BIP’s overarching
presence  contrasts sharply with - the whittled down
presence of the Samata and the JD (U) who would need to
reinforce their alliance... '

The re-prioritising in status -of parties and their re-
positioning in the new State would seem i provide fertile
ground for reworking social and political alliances.

Of these, the most potent could be the
Christian-Adivvasi-Muslim-Backward (CAMB) line-
up. V

. The Muslim-Tribal tensions at the local level
spring from the economic exploitation by the Muslim
trader or middlemen of the tribal worker and are believed
to be local and incident-specific.

But local leaders here admit that the cobbling a

‘political alliance of these groups would require intense

ground work. . .

It would have to surmount, among other things,
efforts made by rival parties that such a combination does
not emerge. .. ‘

(Source: The Hindustan Times, 28 October, 2000)

Mamata still appears undecisive about her political
alignments in West Bengal. Her indecisiveness made her
play safe: return to the cabinet. In her mind she had fixed
the year end as the cut off date, by which she would have
decided one way or the other. But the price hike seemed
too good an opportunity to miss,

Breaking with the BJP, and aligning with the
Congress, would give her the advantage of the minority
votes, which constitute almost a quarter of the electorate in
West Bengal. The alliance with the Trinamool would also
have strengthened the Congress... Staying with the BJP
would rob her of the Muslin. votes, which then would

switch towards her main opponent, the Lefi I ront,
(Source: The Indian Express, 16 October, 2000)
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Introduction

Five years ago, Outlook commissioned an
into account the thinking
decade later, MDRA wen
the fact th
constitute

vears after the Kalashnikov found its wa
More people than previously think
The dominant feeling that Kashmir
Peace is in. Promotion of violence as a means to an
Though Pakistan is considered central as a
solution.
‘And, Kashmiri women have a
thought,

... In all, 581 respondents (468 men and 113 wonien)
Mllicers at 32 urban and rural location
Kaigil - which, in geographical terms,
dig their heels for a long haul in thei
bloody. Alienated from their master:
Ihat twilight zone.

y into the Valley,

s in New Delhi.and
you feel that a solution to the Kééhmir’

blem exists within the framework of the Indian
nistitution?

39
58
Can’t Say 3
uld Pakistan be involved as a third party in
Otiations to solve the problem?
91
7
Can’t say 2

Your opinion wh

at is the solution to the
hmir problem? ' .

Separate identity of J&K 74
Greater Autonomy to J&K 16
Other Solutions 3
Merger with Pakistan 2

Pre-1953 statug 5

0 you think is responsible for the violence
Ahmir?

ot the security forces and the militants : 39
Scurity Forces 13
Militants 6
Hlate 34
L ontre 8

U want Pakistan to stop supporting
0y in Kashmir?

Yes

70
No 22
Lun’t say 8

Support a Hizbul-type ceasefire as a

The Outlook Survey of Public O

opinion poll in the Valley to fill a vita] g
of the Kashmiris. The results were carried in the inaugural issu
t to the Valley to, once again, flesh out the dominant trends in
at no census records for the Valley have been in existence since 1981, the re
the only empirical data in the country — perhaps even in the world

political voice that is emerging

$ across five towns in the Valley ~
covers the entire Valley. In
I quest for azadi. The sentiment

pinion in Kashmir, 2000

ap in public discourse — taking
e of October 18, 1995. Hallta-
the current fermient. In view of
sults of both the Outlook polls
— on what the Kashmiris think. Twelve

some broad trends can be discerned:
a solution is possible within the Indian Constitution.
should have a separate identity has grown, albeit marginally.

_ end may now be counter-productive.
“third party”

negotiator, it is not considered as being a core part of a final

as an independent counterpoise to traditional political
were interviewed (from September 20-24) by MDRA’s ficld
Srinagar, Budgam, Baramulla, Anantnag and
'95, the poll revealed that Kashmiris were commiticd
t rules. The road to peace is undoubtedly going to

the self-proclaimed saviours in Pakistan, Kashmiris still I .

 prelude to political dialogue?

82
No i 14
Can’t say 4

‘Whom should the Government of India talk to so
as to solve the Kashmir problem?

Hurriyat 54
Hizbul Mujahideen 8
Farooq Abdullah 2
All political parties 30

Does the Hurriyat Conference represent the
interests of the people of Kashmir?
. “Yes
~No

Can’t say
Who’s been more serious about solving t
The Vajpayee Government or the Con

Vajpayee Govt

Congress Govt.

None

Both

77

19
: <
he issue:
gress?

IR |

s

4
(Source: The Outlook)

"/'Ie't Farooq get out of the NDA if he wants to, But we are
not going to ask him to stay or to get out.
- J.P. Mathur, Vice-President, BJP

No Muslim country except Pakistan has been providing
support to Kashmiri separatists. No one sent us even | i
cartridges, || grenades or 1] oounce of explosive material
over the last || years.

\._ - Hizbul Mujahideen Chief Syed Salahuddin /
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K.R. Malkani

On Trifurcation of State
The Jammu and Kashmir Nationalist I‘ront’s proposal

to trifurcate the state is very sensible... The old state of:

Hyderabad ... was wisely reorganized along linguistic

lines.
. Before Independence the state of Jammu and

Kashmir was even more of an artificial construct. It
included six different geographical and cultural areas.
These were Jammu, Kashmir, Ladakh, Poonch, Gilgit and
Baitistan. Today the first three are in India and the rest are
with Pakistan.

It would be incorrect 1o say that trifurcating the state
would mean communalizing the state’s polity. Firstly,
péople should recognize that Jammu, the Kashmir Valley
and Ladakh are, to begin with, three distinct geographical
entities where people speak three different languages.
Today, things have come to such a pass that though on the
one hand people speak in Kashmiri, Dogri and Ladakhi,
the government's business is conducted in Urdu. This is
definitely an anomaly.

Second, the people in Jammu resent the fact that they
are suppressed by the  Kashmiri  dominated  state
government, 'The only way to address the two anomalies
would be to irifurcate the state.

Pernicious Plan
Editorial, Hindustan Times, 9 Oct., 2000

... In a well-coordinated move typical of the Sangh

Parivar, the RSS had first mooted the idea of dividing the
trouble-torn state into three parts — Hindu Jammu, Muslim
Valley and Buddhist Ladakh. And now the idea has been
taken up by a so-called J&K Nationalist Front and a
Jammu Mukti Morcha to push for its implementation. ..
There is a hidden purpose behind the organisation’s
strenuous efforts. One of these is to sow the seeds of
discord primarily between the Hindus (who include the
Buddhists in the saffron lexicon) and the Muslims in
Kashmir, and also in India. Administrative advantages ...
do not seem to be the main objective considering the kind
of determined efforts that are being made by the RSS
through its proxy outfits...

0 want to oll Vijpaes that Kargil was)
the fiust vound. here is no question of dofoat.
We fave abeady started the second round.
M. Sharif has committed a big crime.

- Hafiz Mchammad Saeed,

\ Lashkar-e-Taiyaba Chief /

Shahabuddin on Kashmir Question

Letter to Anwar Ali, Advocate, 3 Nov., 2000

Your letter of 22.10.2000, received yesterday. I regret
that you have misunderstood my ideological position. I do
not believe in religion-based nationalism, though I do
stand for the rights of religious minorities within a
territorial nation-state. ‘

However, that is beside the point. Much water has
flown down the Jhelum since 1947, and much blood since
1989. So one simply cannot go on shouting the old slogans
and playing old records.

I agree with you (but not necessarily for the same
reason) that it is' in the interest of the Kashmiris, the
Muslim Indians and the Indians, as a whole for Kashmir to
be a part of India. But no one, neither the Muslim Indians,
nor the Indian people, as a whole, nor the Indian State has
a right to impose this status on the people of Kashmir, if
they do not want it. Hence the solution of the problem
has to be primarily in accordance with the wishes of the
people of Kashmir.

The Kashmiris do not regard themselves as Indians or
Pakistanis. They, therefore, want independence. I am
prepared to persuade them that independence is neither
possible nor desirable nor in the larger interest ot the Sub-
continent.

Neither India nor Indian people nor the Muslim
Indians can stop Pakistan, a nation-state, to pursue its
policy of territorial aggrandizement by all ngcans at its
disposal. So one has to find a solution which is also
acceptable to Pakistan. That is how, many years ago, I
proposed a separate status for the Valley ~ full
autonomy under the joint control of India and
Pakistan.

On my last visit to the Valley in June, 2000, I issued a
statement, I am sending you a copy.

I am trying to form a Muslim Study Group on
Kashmir to keep in touch with developments in Kashmir.

Saifuddin Soz on Autonomy and
Trifurcation, 23 October, 2000

Home Minister Advani was guilty of duplicity when
he rejected the demand for Autonomy and for Trifurcation.

He very much a part of the RSS Jambooree at Agra
recently. He could have rejected the RSS demand for
Trifurcation... If Advani ... thinks that the Kashmir
imbroglio can be resolved without even allowing
accommodation within the Constitution: of India, they are
grossly mistaken. The people of Kashmir can hardly
compromise on the question of Autonomy. Devolution of
powers, Advaniji has proposed ... is only a vague format
for a pointless debate. Who does not know that the BJP
wants a strong center with weak and subservient States. ..
Advaniji ... seems to be convinced that bullet for bullet
policy will yield ... results. Obviously, he is wrong...
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“It was well-known that some of the tallest in the
Congress had actually cried “never again™ during their last
detention in 1942... And so they took important decisions
without consulting or even mnforming him (Gandhiji). The
alternative was again to go into the wilderness. This was
the genesis of the Congress Working Committee’s passing
its resolution for partition of the Punjab into Muslim
majority and Hindu-majority zones, in the first week of
March, 1947, without consulting Gandhiji. No
communication followed from the Congress IHigh
Command after the resolution for nearly a fortnight. On
the 20" March. in a letter to Pandit Nehru, Gandhiji wrote
"I would like to know the reason behind it... I had (no)
opportunity (to) give my own view which was against any
partition based on communal grounds and the two-nation
(heory™ (Mahatma Gandhi, the Last Phase, by Pyarelal,
Volume 2, pp 32/34-35). The above ... quotation gives us
the genesis of the Kashmir imbroglio.

Anxious to come to power at the earliest, the
Congress leadership, led by Nehru and Patel, accepted all
the conditions imposed by the British Government for
tanster of- power. Perhaps .the most pernicious of that
cunditions was the power given to the individual rules (not
e people) of Indian States to decide whether the States
concerned would accede to India or Pakistan, or assume
vomplete independence and sovereignty. If this a power
had been given to the people instead, independent India
would not have had to face problems of Hyderabad,
litingadh and Kashmir. India had ultimately to use force
o campel Hyderabad and Junagadh to accede to India.
Jumini and Kashmir, however, was a different proposition
altogether.

78 per cent Muslims (were) ruled by a Hindu
Maliaraja. It bordered not only on both India and Pakistan,
Wil on Russia and China as well. This gave an opportunity
i fhe . Maharaja to dream of an independent, sovereign
State ol Jammu and Kashmir, with himself as its absolute
piler. S0 lie did not accede either to India or Pakistan, and
soneliided o “stand Skill” agreement with both. ..

I'lie Maharaja’s army was not able to repel the tribals,
Wil tie Muharaja ran away to Jammu with all his riches,
lbuving the valley to its fate. Sheikh Abdullah and the
Nitlonal Conterence workers stepped into the breach and
Moy did ot allow any communal flare up in the valley.
Nl 0 single Hinda or Sikh was touched by any Muslim,
Witie or crimmal. Ultimately, the Maharaja sought
AUeiiion to ludia. Sheikh Abdullah supported it, and
Pl ity successfully repelied the invaders. On the
Bt hid, Muslim evacuees from Jammu were attacked
e lovai Hindus, often led by the RSS. The Maharaja’s
W stond by, it 1 did not actually help the Hindu mobs!
Nl coiscious ol the fact that the Congress had ...
W wevepting the two-nation theory, to stipulated that a
WIS IE 10 wgeertain the wishes of the people of Kashmir
b helil after peace had been restored.

Prem Bhasin on the Origin of the Kashmir Imbroglio

The British had insisted on a referendum in the North
Western Frontier Province, although a Congress Ministry
led by Dr. Khan Sahib had not only absolute majority in
the Assembly but also had a majority of Muslim MLAs
with it. And the Congress had accepted it! Why! Why did
it not, then, insist on similar referendums in Hyderabad,
Junagadh and Kashmir? If a referendum had been held in
Kashmir at that time. there was every possibility of
Kashmiris opting for India. But even if they did not, there
would have been no Kashmir problem on our hands all
these years. That, however, was not to be.

So far as Kashmir was concerned, there was
agreement on ascertaining the wishes of the people, but
there was no agreement on how to ascertain these wishes.
Since India and Pakistan did not reach any agreement on
this 1ssue. Attec, Prime Minister of UK, suggested to
Mountbatten that the matter be referred to the United
Nations Organisation. Mounthatten advised Nehru, and
Nehru, accepting the advice, filed India’s complaint
against Pak aggression with the UNQO),

Gandhiji was agaimst going (o the UNO, where, he
was sure, India would get only “Monkey Justice”.
Addressing a prayer gathering on December 25, 1947, he
asked: “Why could not Pakistan and Union representatives
sit down and thrash out the *Kashmir Affairs™? (Pyarelal,
Vol. ID.

Incidentally, this was exactly the sulgestion jointly
made by the Socialists of India and Pakistan when their
representatives met separately in Rangoon at the first
Asian Socialist Conference in January 1953,
Jayaprakash Narayan, Asoka Mehta and Prem Bhasin
represented the Praja’ Socialist Party, while -‘Mohammed
Yusuf and Mubarak Saghar represented the Socialist Party
of Pakistan. In a joint statement issued by them they
“agreed that the dispute on Kashmir was the most vital
issue that was seriously affecting not only the relations
between the two countries but also causing incalculable
harm to both. Force could never settle the issue ... a
peaceful solution must be found. The basis of such a
solution already existed in that both India and Pakistan
recognized he right of the people of Kashmir to decide
their future through a free plebiscite... Instead of talking
to each other through the medium of the UNO the leaders
of the two countries must sit together and settle among
themselves the terms of the plebiscite™. (Press Release,
Asian Socialist Conference, Rangoon, January, 1953).

This was about seven months before Sheikh Abdullah
was atrested and the launching of the “Plebiscite Front” by
his followers.

In the meantime, India and Kashmir had reached an
agreement in July 1952. Signed by Jawaharlal Nehru and
Sheikh Abdullah on July 24, 1953, it provided that:

The head of the State of J&K shall be recognized by
the President on the recommendation of the legislative
assembly of the State:
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provided in Article 370: sides — ‘and Nehru' wasg prevailed upon to take action
The State Legislature would have the power to before it was too late. The rest is history. '
regulate the rights and privileges of permanent residents; The pro-integration elements in India now had a field
Exceptions and modifications to the Fundamental day and, with the meek concurrence of Bakshi Ghulam
Rights Chapter of the Indian Constitution, in the State: Mohammed and his Successors, who were put in Sheikh
The jurisdiction of the Supreme Court would extend Abdullah’s place " after the Sheikh’s ‘arrest, the Delhj
o the state: Agreement of 1952 was negatived in practice. For gl]

joy the same status as in practical purposes ... Jammu & Kashmir now became one
other parts of India. The State Flag, however, would be of the many States of India. Article 370 wass not touched

The Natjonal Flag will en

retained for historical and sentimental reasons; - for tactical reasons. But it remained more or less a facade .
Article 352 of the Indian Constitution be modified to hiding the reality of full integration. ’
provide for promulgation of Emergency in case of external The people of the Valley were particularly alienated

aggression; i case of mternal disturbance only at the and antagonized. They had to be dealt with a strong hand,
fequest of or with the concurrence of the State and periodic elections brazenly rigged to give the ruling

Government; ~ National - Conference overwhelming majority. H.V.
The Election Commission would conduct elections to Kamath and I were deputed by the National Exccutive of /
Parliament, and of the President and the Vice-President; the PSP to go to Srinagar and study the situation. I not I
A financial arrangement between the Union and the only met Sheikh Abdullah there but also the Governor.
State would be evolved. - asked the Governor about the rigging of elections. He was f‘

it is difficult to say with certainty about what went  frank enough to tell me that he was expected to ensure
wrong between July 1952 and August 1953 when Sheikh - comfortable majority for the ruling party. Free and fair
Abdullah was summarily dismissed and arrested. But one  elections did not square with it. The rigging of elections JI
thing seems to be certain, There was a certain amount of  was inevitable under the circumstances! {
mistrust about the Sheikl in influential quarters in Delhi, But let that be. Nehru' tried to right the wrong but it X
o whom a Hindu Prince appeared to be a better bet (for  was too late. He died while Sheikh Abdullah was still on
India) than a Muslim leader enjoying popular support  his way to Pakistan on a mission assigned to him by
among the Muslims in the Valley. One report has it tHat Nehru. .
the Intelligence Bureau . . was asked by Home Minister Almost a decade later, his daughter Indira Gandhi
Patel, to thoroughly investigate the Sheikh’s nationalist picked up the thread again. Tortuous negotiftions between
credentials as well as possible personal ambition. When  her emissaries, on the one hand, and Sheikh Abdullah and
the 1B gave the Sheikh a clean chit, he was asked to re- Mirza Afzal Beg, on the other, resulted in what is known
investigate more thoroughly. And the IB’s second report  as “Kashmir Accord” of February 24, 1975 The “Accord”

contained enough material to implicate the Sheikh and enabled. Sheikh Abdullah to come back to power and

Justify his arrest. 4 become the Chief Minister of Jammu and Kashmir. |
For another, the Praja Parishad, the cover under which Terms of the “Accord” includes: ;

the RSS operated in the state, had started a campaign for  Continuation of Article 370,

full and immediate integration of the State -..with India, Residuary powers of legislation to remain with the

and for scrapping  Article 370. Dr. Shyama Prasad State.

Mukherji, the founder of the Jana Saugh, decided to lead Parliament would continue, to have power to make

the campaign. He reached Jammu from where he laws pertaining to prevention of activities detrimental to
proceeded towards Srinagar. He was arrested midway! His the sovereignty and  territorial integrity of India,
unfortunate death while stil] in custody; inflamed Hindu  secessionist activities and insult to the ‘Constitution or ‘the
feelings. The Hindu backlash was fully exploited by  National Flag. '

clements opposed to the Sheikh, in India and, perhaps, he Where any provision of the Constitution of India has
felt comered. He had unreservedly supported J&K's been applied to the State  with adaptations and
aceession to India in the belief that Hindy communalism modiﬁcation_s, it would be altered or repealed by the
could never take control of India... This conviction was President under Article 370. But provisions of the
now shaken and the Sheikh, perhaps, began to apprehend.  Constitution of India already applied to the State without

that a Muslin majority J&K may not be treated fairly in  adaptation on modification are unalterable, -

India of not far-off fomorrow. And further that, Article The State can have its own legislation on money
370 might be scrapped, and, instead of the J&K enjoying a  matters,

special position, i might be pushed to complete sub- No agreement was possible on the question of
mergence in India. This apprehension might have led him nomenclature of Governor and Chief Minister.

to initiate moves which had the potential of separation . 1977 saw a sea change in Indian politics. Indira

from India and establishment of an independent State of Gandhi was ousted from power and a Janata Party

J&K, with full support and guarantee of Western powers.  government led by Morarji Desai took over. 1977
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vlections in Kashmir were the first really free and fair
elechions in Jammu and Kashmir,

'The Janata split and subsequent events (into which we
need not go here), however, allowed Indira Gandhi to
bounce back to power. She and President Giani Zail Singh
rushied to®Srinagar when Sheikh Abdullah died, and saw to
ii that Dr. Faroog Abdullah was installed as a Chief
Minister, although D.D. Thakur was number two in Sheikh
Abdullah’s cabinet and Farooq lived in London more than
in Kashmir.

But Farooq Abdullah, it seems did not feel unduly
ubliged and soon chalked out an independent course for
limself. There was near consternation in Delhi when he
hegan hobnobbing with the Opposition and attended some
ol their conclaves.

He had to be subdued! Governor Jagmohan was al
hand. He manoeuvred a split-in the National Conference
Legislative Party and, installed a government of defectors
in 1984, Sheikh Abdullah’s son-in-law (who always
believed that he had a better right to succeed Sheikh
Abdullah); G.M. Shah was sworn in as Chief Minister.

... G.M. Shal’s government fell not long after and
Farooq Abdullah returned to power.

By 1987 (when Rajiv Gandhi was in power in Delhi),
Farooq Abdullah had beeg properly subdued. He was
literally forced into an alliance with the J&K Congress in
the elections held that year. Farooq’s inefficient and
corrupt administration had alienated the people from the
National Conference and Farooq. This alliance alienated
them further. Kashmiri youth was looking forward to 1987
clections to register its protest, defeat the NC-Congress
alliance and usher in a basic change in the State’s power
equation.

The Alliance was not unaware of its unpopularity and
of the distinct probability of its defeat at the hands of the
new emerging forces. So it (again) resorted to brazen
rigging. ..

It did win. But its consequences were disastrous. The
people lost confidence in the democratic process (and)
opted for undemocratic and violent means. And militancy
was born! Before that there was hardly any instance of
mulitant action in Jammu and Kashmir. Pakistan, naturally,
saw an opportunity for itself in this situation and began to
play its part in sustaining and fanning it. Militancy grew
with every attempt by security forces to curb it, because
the methods employed by the insensitive security forces
and the administration alienated the people further.
Militancy; much of it funded and equipped from across the
border, now knew no bounds and became  almost
uncontrollable. A

It is too early to say if anything concrete or
worthwhile would emerge out of the current moves and
counter moves and initiatives on the chessboard of
Kashmir... (No) serious observer (can) be sanguine (but)

there are some hopeful signs. ..
(Source: The lanata, Deepavali Special Number, 2000)

Eminent Journalist Brij Bhardwaj
‘Kashmiris are Longing for Peace,
Dialogue and Final Solution’

.. There is a sense of fatigue on both sides of the
border and a strong desire for peace. The leaders may still
differ on the issue of one point, that the solution cannot be
found by use of arms, and that a peaceful dialogue is the
only answer. ‘It needs to be noticed that the Hizb’s
Kashmir cease-fire may have been short-lived but has
changed the State’s politics forever,

For instance, leaders in the State, - including
secessionists  and  pro-Pakistan  elements.  have
acknowledged the fact that the Central Government.
headed by the BIP, made a major turnaround when it
agreed to hold talks with militants in Kashmir. This has
ilso virtually finished the Hurriyat Conference as the voice
of the Kashmir people. Its failure to carry forward the
peace process has been noticed by people and with that its
elfectivencss as well as credibility has suffered. The
divisions n the organisations became even sharper atter
there was a contest for the chairmanship of the conference
in which Moivi Farooq and A G. Lone were defeated by a
single vote leading to the installation of Prof. Bhat as the
Chairman.

The immediate impact was that the Molvi chose 1o
withdraw from politics by taking two years study -leave
while A.G. Lone became ‘busy trying to revive the
People’s  Conference. A political conyention  was
organized in Srinagar last week., and the speech delivered
by Lone in the meeting was significant as in this he
blamed both India and Pakistan for the Kashmir problem
He suggested that the solution could be found if, besides
the two countries, the people of the State were also made a
party to it. N ey o

Lone is slowly but surcly disassociating himself from

‘hard-core elements and is preparing the ground for ‘a

peaceful solution. His hint that a dialogue” may start soon
also indicates that situation has changed in"J&K and the
majority leans towards a peaceful solution.

These changes have come about as a tesult of a
realistic assessment of the Kashmir situation by ieaders on
both sides of the dividing line. The leaders on our side are
aware that India’s democracy gives them a. better chance
to put across their viewpoint and can help -~ create
conditions in which Kashmir’s identity can be maintaired.
On paper, the arca under Pakistani occupation may be free,
but is, in reality. being governed with a strong hand by~
Islamabad, where the generals in power take all the
important decisions... It may come as a surprise to leaders
on both sides of the border that the Kashmiri leaders are
far closer to a settlement or an agreement than the reports
suggest. For instance, there is almost a near-agreement on
a ceaselire being revived in the state at the earliest. This
has led to a split in Hurriyat and a break in the ranks of
fundamentalist outfits like the Jamaat-e-Islami.

(Contd. on Page 562)
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BABARI MASJID

BMMCC’s Appeal on Observance of gt
Anniversary of Babari Masjid Demolition,
7 November, 2000

“The BMMCC endorses the programme adopted by,
the AIMPLB: for the observance of the 8th anniversary ¢f

the Demolition on 6 December, 2000, i.e.

1) Speech on Babari Masjid Question in all mosgiies by
the Imams before the formal Khutba on Fridiay, 15t
December, 2000 and Dua for its restoration s the
end of the Namaz-e-Juma.

11) Presentation of Memorandum addressed to the
President by a representative group including . all,
secular parties to the DM or the Tehsildar at all Ziley
Tehsil headquarters on 6 December, 2000, preceded
by a public meeting, if possible at a sujtable place.

iil) Organisation of Public Meetings or S eminars, on
Babari Masjid Question in importance pI7 ices to which
intellectuals and opinion-makers should - be invited.
The Memorandum/Reso]ution shoul 4 include the

lollowmg points: - ‘

I. Lxpress concern and apprehensic of all secular
forces, and particularly of the Mu- slim community, at
the repeated statements of the T 28S-VHP and other
Mmembers of the Sangh Parivar { o start construction of
the proposed Ram Janamb oomi Mandir on the
disputed site, in defiance of ¢ ae law, on a date of their
choice, without waiting for the final judicial verdict
on the question of ftitle, which constitute a serious
threats to public order a s well as a contempt of the
Supreme Court and a de- fiance of the Constitution.

2. Demand.th.at the Centr 41 Government break its silence
and z.xdmlmst.er public . y,, arning to the VHP and take all
possible - action ©  safeguard the security of the
acquired area agar gt ‘any organised assault as well as
g public assur canc'e on the floor of the Parliament
during tbe Wir jter Ssession that no construction shall
be permitted 7 nywtiere in the security zone before the
ludgement i1 ) e Litle suit and the subsequent Order of
the Supren ye Cop ¢, '

3. “"'"fmd that the Government move the Allahabad
theh e ourt for: day-to-day hearing of the title suit by
the SF secial Besnch,

4 Dem and that no repair or renovation of the temporary

M ke-shift structure on the “disputed site shall be
Y .ndertaken by the Government without appropriate
order of thez Supreme Court.
Appeal to) the secular forces to join hands in the
defence of the Coonstitution and the Rule of Law and
support thie above: demands. »
The BMMCC proposes to hold a National Seminar in

New Delhi on ¢ December, 2000 to commemorate the

occasion.

Neena Vyas
On VHP Preparing Ground for BJP in UP
The Vishwa - Hindu Parishad  (VHP} s

-..announced that during the Kumbh Mela at Prayag
Jan uary it will publicly declare the date for the stari ol
cong'truction of the Ram temple at the disputed sie i
Ayoclhya.

The dates are likely to be around the end of next yent
amytime between October and December.

As always, the VHP plans in Ayodhya have comeidud
with Assembly elections. Whether the temple is binli oy
not, clearly the VHP plans to test the waters. ..

.. Although for some time now it has tried to keep aff
the Ayodhya issue, every now and then its leaders in 11y
Pradesh have kept the issue aljve by making statermeny
about the BJP’s commitment on this.

And its coalition partners at the Centre are too bisy
enjoying the fruits of power to worry too much aboui il
BJP’s Hindutva platform.

... If the VHP is even half way successtul in whippig
up a frenzy over the Ram temple issue, the BJP too will
jump in to make full political use of it iy the Asscmbly
elections. ..

- Senior leaders ... do not admit that the party has now
given negative signals to the Backwards and (I
Scheduled Castes in Uttar Pradesh...

Experience has shown that in Stage politics it i (I
caste of the leader at the State leve] which matters wl
which can pull members of that caste towards the paily
Laxman ... in Delhi will hardly be able to countes the
effect of Bhan having been given the sack in Lucknow

With no senior Backward or Dalit leader in the paity
from Uttar Pradesh, the lower castes are feeling orphani
This may also explain why Vajpayee gave in to (he
blackmail tactics of Uma Bharati and accommodated |
in the Union Cabinet,

For, the party could not afford to be scen (ol
sidelining another Backward leader. .

- This upper caste-lower caste tension in the party
together with the tension between the party’s Hindulvy
ideological base and its newer secular pretensions ol
become a powerful factor in determining the 11"y
electoral fortunes,

Uttar Pradesh ... will become the focal point of iy
party’s struggle to retain its supremacy in the iyl
heartland. After all, in the rest of India, the East, the South
and Maharashtra in the West, the BJp is simply riding
piggy-back on other political forces, and it is acufely
aware of this. It cannot afford to lose jts base w1
Pradesh.

{Source: The Hindu, 12 November, /000
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BABARI MASJID

BJP President Laxman
On the Babari Masjid Question

The BJP has clarified its stand that it would abide by
the decision of the Supreme Court on the issue.

I agree that the BJP has changed its outlook on the
controversy. Iirst, the party wanted the issue to be
resolved through a dialogue, then preferred a legislation to
resolve it. It was really unfortunate the way the disputed
structure was demolished in 1992. Now all concerned
should wait for the court judgement.

When pointed out that the Vishwa Hindy Parishad had
reiterated its resolve to construct a temple there, It will
create some problem... The BIP stand on the issue is very

clear that it would wait for the Judgement,
(Source: The Pioneer, 4 Octabier, 2000)

Shahabuddin’s Letter to
Neerja Chowdhury,_ 15 November, 2000

I have read your piece on the Babari Trio (Indian
Express, 15 November, 2000). For better appreciation of
the case, let me clarify that the Babari Trio have been
taking shelter behind the fact that though they stand
charge-sheeted, no charges have been framed, as in the
case of the Gujarat Duo. But the question is: Why the
charges have not been framed?

The charges have not been framed because some 30
accused, including the Trio have filed a review petition in
the Allahabad High Court on a technical point that the
CBI's charge-sheet is based on a multiplicity of FIR’s. The
petition has been heard but the order has been deferred
from time to time. But the Special Session Judge has been
asked by the High Court not to proceed with the case till
the order on this petition.

Thus, the accused have been saved from responding
to the repeated summons of the Court to be present for
framing of charges.

However, on the basis of the CBI charge-sheet, the
empowered Court had not only taken cognizance of the
charge-sheet and found a prima facie case but
committed the accused for Sessions trial.

Is it moral to evade the judicial process on serious
charges on a technical point?

If the Trio is innocent, why shouldn’t they face the
trial and prove their innocence?

Incidentally, the real charge agamst L.K. Advani is
not limited to presence at the Demolition and moral
support to- the Karsevaks but of complicity in a
conspiracy to demolish the Masijid.

553

MUSLIM INDIA 216, DECEMBER, 2000




PERSONAL LAW

Law Alone Won’t Do

Editorial, Islamic Voice, October, 2000

~. The National Commission for Women's recently
released report on the status of Muslim women is
indication enough that social rot is indeed deep in the
Muslim society all across the country. Muslim women are
unfairly divorced; curse of dowry affects Muslims as it
does others and polygamy is another way to collect more
and more dowry and wives. Saddled with children,
mothers deserted by husbands are a harassed lot. Blatant
denial of Mehr weakens their financial situation even
more. Islam had a given a set of social laws that were quite
in keeping with biological and emotional role of the two
SeXes...

Ideally, these laws should have put the Muslim
women a notch higher than others. But that is not what is
commonly observed. Three talags at one go is almost the
rule among men from the lower social strata. It has
become a convenient tool to punish the erring women by
uncouth and irresponsible men. More ironically, divorce is
used when wives and in-laws refuse to comply with the
demands for dowry. Polygamy has come in as additional
facility for satisfying greed by gathering more dowry
through more wives. While dowry has almost become
obligatory, Mehr is becoming nominal and mvariably
denied or waived through consent obtained under duress in
the tense final moments before husbands’ deaths. Resul:
more- Muslim women are being burnt at the altar of the
dowry, children are being rendered destitute, hospitals are
brimming with undernourished Muslim kids and anaemic
Muslim mothers, more Muslim kids are turning criminals.

We all accept that the Shariah is blameless... It has
worked flawlessly in the past and still works fine in
several Muslim countries. The rot therefore is traceable to
other factors. Possibly, lack of awareness about the
Shariah among Muslims, lack of counselling of spouses
before and after marriage, low socio-economic status,
anonymity offered by big cities to people ... who feel no
socitl pressures to stick to recognized social mores and
behaviour, huddled living in slums where free mixing of
sexes s more and economic opportunities are less etc. etc.

seen an this backdrop, it will be worthwhile for the

Mushini ulemi, intellectuals, advocates and the members
ol Muslim Personal Law Board meeting in Bangalore on
October 28, 29 (o take a holistic view of the social mess in
the Mushm society. Mere insistence on letter of the
Shartah and 1ssue of “hands-off” warning sounds ioo

superficial. - Unfortunately, the religious class among
Muslims comprises of more theology scholars than social
sclentists. While multis can Justifiably be perturbed over
interference 1 the Shariah, as social scientists they ought
to trigger the reform mechanism within the society. It is
where our ulema must redefine their role. They ought to be
more muslesi (reformers) and musakki (trainer) of the
people than mufti (jurists). Unless this happens, the
societal structure will be in peril of gett ing damaged by the
internally mobile lava of social discontent.

Syed Saiyidain Hameed on Urgency for
Ban on Polygamy and Triple Talaq

Talaq is permissible in the Koran only on
condition that there is a complete breakdown of marriage.
Parting of ways must be graceful, and utmost care is taken
to inflict no suffering on the woman. The common
practice of impulsively uttering talaq thrice in a go, or
writing talaq thrice on a postcard ... is totally anti-Islamic.
No cleric, regardless from which school of Figah, can ever
condone this form of talaq.

Just as the man is permitted talag, so also is the
woman perinitted to take khula. In this matter as in all
others, women and men have equal rights in Islam...

... Most women are brainwashed to believe that for a
virtuous wife, it is incumbent to forfeit her mehr
altogether. This they do without understanding their rights;
and when the husband pronounces talaq, he can throw her
out minus the mandatory mebhr... ‘

The fact of the matter is that Muslims (males)
selectively practice whatever = suits’ our need. (They)
indulge in triple talaq, in polygamy, in dodging mehr and
maintenance. (They) ascribe (their) actions to (the)
religious sanctions and continuously harp on our religious
code. But we blatantly violate the injunctions of Islam.

(They) pronounce triple talag without following the

commands pertaining to it. We marry again and again
without adhering to the commands pertaining to second
and subsequent marriage. Thanks to the way (they)
practice it, Islam is looked upon by the world gs the most
anti-gender religion. For this perception, it is (they) who
are to be blamed. It is time (they) applied the corrective to
(their) own selves and stop using religion as an excuse for
(their) misdemeanours. (Source: The Times of India, 15 November, 2000}

(The author is a writer, founder of the Muslim Women'’s Forum and
former member, National Commission for Women). -

Muslim Failure

Editorial, The Hindustan Times, 1 Nov., 2000

(The) meeting of the Muslim Personal Law Board
attract(ed) so much publicity ... presumably because of
the faint hopes about the possibility of the Board finally

coming fo grips with the so-called triple talag form of

divorce and perhaps even banning it. The hopetul
expectations, however, proved futile. Nor was this
surprising because this practice has proved to be quite an
intractable one...

.. If the Indian Muslims are unwilling to end this
practice, which is patently unfair to women, it is
presumably because of the hesitation which a minority
community feels in dispensing with a ‘tradition". no matter
how iniquitous, lest it should open the tloodgates of
‘reforms’, undermining its distinctiveness. ..

Even then, there 1s obviously a need for the Personal
Law Board to be much more forward-looking than it has
been so far... Above all, there is a need for the leading
lights of the community to make a genuine effort to
eradicate the impression that the Muslims constitute a

‘backward-looking mullah-dominated group.
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PERSONAL LAW

Mushirul Hasan on Social Reform Through ljtehad and Legislation

? It has been argued that any legislative change in the
Muslim personal law would violate the fundamental rights
guaranteed in the Indian Constitution. The argument is
contested, but the All-India Muslim Personal Law Board
(AIMPLB) failed to take an explicit stand at their recent
meeting in Bangalore. It is no longer possible to keep
deferring an issue that is not only affecting Muslim
Women but is also so central to their future welfare and
security: Already, demands for judicial activism and
Pressure  are mounting from- some Muslim women
Organisations to amend the laws relating to ‘triple talaq’.
Time and again precedents from other Muslim countries.
including Pakistan, are cited to clamour for some measure
of reform in the Muslim personal law. Members of the
AIMPBL would do well to pay heed...

‘Today, the contentious issue is not the preservation of
“Muslim identity’, expressed through mosques, religious
institutions, the traditional system of education and
charitable institutions. There is an- overall consensus,
despite the spurt in majoritarian stridency, on guarding
Nunority rights provided by the Constitution. Nor is the
sanctity of the Shariat in question... At the heart of the
bresent debate, so argued the Deoband-educated Maulana
Said Ahmad Akbarabadi in the 1960s, is the distinction
between those Quranic injunctions that were specific to the
Arab customary law of the time and those applicable to
Muslim societies in other times. This distinction has been
Made in the past, and that alone enabled Islam 1o pass
through many stages of reorientation and readjustments.
Ihe scholar of Islamic jurisprudence, A.A.A. Fyzee,
positioned himself against the traditional beliel that in
Islam law and religion are coterminous. He argued that
law is a product of social evolution and it must change
With time and circumstances.

In the past, the AIMPLB has not been impressed with
hese arguments; 1 doubt if they think differently now or
re sensitive to the powerful and successtul reformist
itiatives in Muslim  societies. . They may settle, in
'eSponse to.certain court. judgements, for a few cosmetic
thanges without satistying the growing and persistent
demands for gender justice for Muslim women. Perhaps,
the only way out is to ... bring about some form of
“onsensus (ijma, the most important legal notion in Islam)
liof on the enforcement of a uniform civil code but on
Substantial reforms in the provisions on ‘triple talaq’ and
‘Namtenance for the Muslim widows,

Jawaharlal Nehru may have been right in
himking that the time was not ripe for bringing Muslims
Within the preview of a uniform civil code. but the
Mitiative on such  matters . should have rested with
PMarhament and not the religious traditionalists and the
Hetenders of the status quo.

Not many people know that Nehru’s Cabinet received

suggestions, in 1961, for reviewing and reforming the
Muslim personal law... Lengthy discussions followed. and
the Law ministry was asked to make appropriate
recommendations. But the mere hint of an inquiry in the
ministry’s report led to a public outcry. A gathering of
Muslim ministers and MPs, chaired by Zakir Husain, the
vice-president of the Republic, echoed their . sentiments
without any serious deliberation. : .

No government after Nehru could contemplate
reforms to ensure the equal status of Muslim women.
Electorally, the risk was too great. In consequence, state
intervention in the Shah Bano case camie about with an eye
on the “Muslim vote”.. This is because the political
regime, acting in unison with the Muslim orthodoxy, had
legitimised the AIMPLB members as the sole custodians,
interprefers and transmitter of the Shariat.

The urge for retforms must come from the
community itsclf. One hopes that patience, persistence and
education will lead to a reappraisal of existing attitudes
and that more and more educated Muslims will take
recourse to ijtehad (exercise of independent judgement),
defined by Igbal as “the principle of movement” in Islam.

(Source: The Indian Express, 15 November, 2000)

(" AIMPLB: Bangalore Declaration w

29 October, 2000 (Extracts)

Bangalore Declaration released by the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board at the conclusion of the 14
Session of the Board ... expresses concern over the fact
that attempts were being made to ignite communal
passions (and fecls) that the idea behind whipping up the
communal frenzy is to divert popular attention from real
issues like poverty, illiteracy and underdevelopment. ..

The Board appeals to religious leaders, “intellectuals,
Journalists, teachers and other opinion-makers not to
remain mute spectator to the fascist attempts to destroy the
democratic and secular foundations of the country at the
behest of external and imperial forces and all right
thinking citizens of this country must come out to do their
best to promote communal amity, peace and respect for
each other.

The Declaration expresses concern over whal it called
State Terrorism against religious minoritics and appeals to
religious minorities 'to evolve a common strategy to
collectively confront the threat and take the message of
unity of God and mankind to our other brothers in the
country,

The Declaration calls upon the community to be true
and practici- * Muslims rise above petty distinctions of
regions, gre s and communitics and unite \itself on the
basis of unity of faith and to solve their differences by
approaching Sharia Panchayats or Par-ul-Qaza as well as

shun meaningless and cvil customs and social practices in-
kl\he matters of marriages etc.

555 MUSLIM INDIA 216, DECEMBER, 2000




URDU

NCPUL: Workshop-cum-Seminar
On Promotion of Urdu Language
New Delhi, 18-20 Nov., 1999 (Resolution)
> ... (Since) National Council for Promotion of Urdu
Language (NCPUL) has been recognized as a nodal
agency for promotion of Urdu language and Urdu
education... The following areas of Urdu education are
formally entrusted to the NCPUL.: -

> Training of teachers of Urdu language and subject
teachers of Urdu medium. ..

> ... Conducting academic audit of all Urdu textbooks in
whole of the country...

> A National Core Curriculum be formulated for modern
subjects (to be introduced in Madarsas) without any
interference in the basic pattern of (religious)
struction (and) so devised (so as to) be holistic and
Job-oriented preferably computer-oriented (and to be)
tmparted through Urdu medium:. ..

> A Monitoring Agency be established by Government
of India to oversee the impact of modernization (and)
NCPUL may conduct impact assessment strategies...

> s Efforts ... be made to rediscover the roots of Urdu
in the context of Indian civilization. ..

> Role of Urdu as an important link language in the
common civil space ...be reaffirmed.

> Project “Urdu in contact with other Indian languages”
...already undertaken by the Council to be recast both
in scope and articulation. ..

» Urdu be declared as the national minority language and
the bondage between Hindi and Urdu further
strengthened.

» NCPUL should open one Model School in' each
minority-dominated district of the country.

> NCPUL should institute fellowships in Education,
Culture and Linguistics in all ... Central Universities. ..

> Knowledge of Urdu should be. recognized as an
additional qualification in all government services in
all (Urdu-concentration States, namely, UP, Bihar, AP,
Maharashtra, Karnataka, MP, Rajasthan and Haryana).

ﬁ‘,hahabuddm Demands DD’s Urdu Channe\
Letter to Min. of Information,15 Nov. , 2000

The Door Darshan has separate channels in a
number of national languages, the last one to become
functional is in Punjabi. But Urdu — a national and pan-
Indian language but without a home-base — has been left
out so far. I beg of you to consider the establishment of a
Urdu Channel which would command a large body of
viewers in India and neighbouring countries.

In the meantime, you may also like to find out and

kt me know - the duration of Urdu Programmes o
val ious Kendras of the DD. )
P

3" Conference of the State Urdu Academies
Jaipur, 14-16 October, 2000

Resolution and Recommendations (Summary)

The Conference:

1. Welcomes the establishment of Urdu Akademi in
Tamilnadu and recommends establishment of Urdu
Akademi in other States, particularly in Jharkhand,
Uttaranchal and Chhattisgarh. :

2. Emphasizes the need for increase in Erants for Urdu
Academies and their timely release.
3. Calls upon the Union Government to sanction grants,

at least upto 50% of the expenditure, on national and
international programmes for promotion of Urdu
education and composite culture.

4. Recommends establishment of Urdu-medium primary
and secondary schools in adequate numbers,
participation of Urdu Akademi in National Literacy
Mission for the removal of illiteracy in Urdu-speaking
people.

5. Calls for participation of Urdu Akademi in
Information Technology Missions.

6. Recommends proper census of Urdu-speaking
population during Census 2001.

Shahabuddin’s Comments

Letter to Director,NCPUL, 20 Oct., 2000

I have gone through the Recommendations and
Resolution of the 3™ Conference of State Urdu
Academies, held in Jaipur on 14-16 October, 2000.

There is one serious omission about teaching of Urdu
to those whose Mother Tongue is Urdu at the secondary
level as the First Language in the Three-Language
Formula, with Hindi/Principal Language of the State as
the compulsory Second Language.

You may kindly consider it for future
recommendation.

Shahabuddin’s Commehfé
On NCPUL’s Perspective Plan

I feel that if it is to serve as the Perspective Plan
for the Promotion of Urdu Language for, say, 2000-
2009, it needs to be rewritten and in four parts:
Part I: Present Status of Urdu in the country in 2000
AD.
Part II: Target for the year 2009 A.D.
Part IIT: Policy Corrections Required
Part IV: Executive Responsibility assigned to NCPUL
and other Central and State Agencies in this regard
and the Financial Outlays for various Schemes,
Central, Centrally sponsored and State.

That the Perspective Plan, for Urdu should not be

totally identified with the Working Plan of the
/CPUL is my humble request.” /
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COMMUNAL VIOLENCE

Saffron on the Rampage
Joint Report on Violence in Gujarat, August, 2000

I'he dreaded finally happened. The cynically targeted
buillets of Pakistan’s mercenaries that claimed the life of
W Thinda pilgrims headed for the Amarnath Yatra (the
Imat 1oll was 100, the rest dying in the cross-fire between
Ihe Indfan para-military and militants) caused a direct
lesanancee in far-flung Gujarat.

In Ahmedabad, Surat, Sabarkantha (Lambadiya, Khed
inihma and Modasa vilfages) and Palanpur and Rajkot,
Muslim business establishments — powerlooms, granaries,
prnting  presses, shops and godowns — were cold-
bloodedly targeted by indigenous terrorist squads led by
clected representatives belonging to the Bharatiya Janata
Iarty (BJP), the Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) and the
Pajrang Dal (BD). In Surat alone, a senior correspondent
ol the Financial Express has estimated the total damage by
the sclective destruction through full-fledged arson of only
Muslim-owned powerlooms ... at Rs. 10 crores totally. In
the Modasa village of Sabarkantha - district, of the 63
business  establishments charred  to nothingness, 51
helonged to Muslims, 12 to Hindus totaling to a loss of not
less than Rs. 1.5 crores. '

On August 1, 2000, the news of the massacre of
\marnath yatris was received throughout India with
horror, the numbing stupor caused by this pre-mediated
carnage only pierced by many concerned protests by
Muslim organizations and rights® groups all over India,
feartul of the consequences of this carnage on the tragile
mternal peace within India.These anxicties were well
fustified. Within hours of the massacre on our northern
borders, the self-styled leaders of Hindu extremist outfits
expressed outrage and thereafter systematically geared up
lor their brand of retaliation.

In Mumbai, the recently humiliated chicl of the Shiv
Sena (SS) Bal Thackeray’s Hindi eveninger Dophar ka
Saammna flashed a headline, “Hindu ilakon meiu stokh,
Muslim mohallon mein jashan™ (Grief in Hindu areas,
velebration in Muslim areas), a blatant falschood that was
allowed to pas uncontested by the city’s police, never
particularly concerned by the brewing of communal
sentiments.

In Gujarat, the intentions were far more ruthless and
sinister. International general secretary of the VHP,
Praveen Togadia, announced at a press conference in
Ahmedabad on August 2, 2000 that the VHP was
declaring a state-wide bandh in protest... The Gujarat
sovernment, ruled by the BIP, formally declared its
suppoit to the bandh. Within hours, all-Gujarat-based
textile manufacturing associations and the Surat Textiles
I'ederation and Diamond Merchants had also extended
support.

If Gujarat is Hindutva’s laboratory, as the proud
proponents of this political ideology have so often
declared, what took place in Gujarat on the day of the
bandh on August 3, and for a week thereafter, should, be

viewed as one more test case of Hindutva in action

Despite the fact that many Muslims closed down
business and shops on that fateful day ... for the squads ol
Hindu Rashtra, this was just not enough. Publicly. oflice
bearers of the VHP and BD, and in many _CL'ISCS helped by
elected representatives of the BJP, bayed for more blood
in revenge... and got it with the help of the governmenni
and the police: destruction worth crores and all in the form
of property and businesses owned by Muslims. ..

The most noticeable trend in this round of minority
targeting that has, since 1998, especially taken on a blatant
and public form, was that the post-bandh violent incidents
in different parts of Gujarat were motivated by a
systematic aim to economically cripple the minority
community. The total number of lives lost were 5 from
Surat and 2 adivasis who were part of a violent mob and
died due 1o police firing in  Lamabdia village of
Sabarkantha.

But it was the scale and venom of the destruction that
has resulted in mass-scale evacuation and resultant
ghettoisation already being enforced by the hit squads of
the VHP-Bajrang Dal and the BIP in urban areas of
Gujarat that is noteworthy. This time the squads
successfully moved to adivasi-dominated tribal areas. The
venom behind the hurling of rocks in the Lamabdiya
village over two days, August 4 and 5 rocks systematically
at. Muslim shops and even some homes destroyed a
harmony existing between adivasis and the minorities for
centuries and which, in turn, has led to nass-scale
evacuation from the villages by resident Muslims. ..

Two years ago, in August 1998, when pre-mediated
violence broke out in Randhikpur and Sanjeli in Gujarat

- investigations by civil liberties groups had (brought out
that) the destruction had been pre-planned to cnable take-
over of the local transport business, then in the hands of
Muslims once they were cleansed througli terror out of the
area.

These attacks had been accompanicd by u spate of
violent attacks against the state’s Christian minorities
between 1998 and 2000... In many of these attacks the
senior functionaries of the BIP-VIIP and BD were directly
named by the police but no action was taken thanks to
blatant pressure by a partisan exceutive, These steps have
also been accompanied by admmistrative measures that
are prejudicial and biased, some of which have been
challenged (though not all reversed) in the state’s Courts. -

Stmilarly in the recent bout of post-bandh violence,
both the administration uand the police were either
browbeaten into paralysis or actually assisting  the
zealots. ..

In other parts of Gujarat on bandh day, squads of the
Hindu extremist groups had a field day on the streets: like
never before the bandh related violence exposed the
lawlessness of not merely the VHP-BD squads but the

557 MUSLIM INDIA 216, DECEMBER, 2000




RSS
Vir Sanghvi on the Mind of the RSS
Why does the ‘Christian menace’ keep  then stir up trouble in the North-east.
(Sudarshan) awake at nights? His supporters offer the If Christians wish to prove their patriotism, says
familiar responses. Christianity ... converts people. Sudarshan, they must forsake their Western masters, send

Missionaries lure tribals to the church... The Vatican does  all white missionaries packing and run a purely swadeshi

not regard Hinduism as being a means to find God. And  church like China’s...

missionaries have played a dubious role in the North-east. All this may seem silly... What can he possibly hope
FFor the purpose of argument, let us concede that cach  to achieve? To answer these questions we need to cast our

of these points is well-taken... All the complaints that the  minds back to the mid- 1980s. When the Babari Masjid

RSS has about Christians may well be valid — but here’s campaign began, 99 per cent of Hindus had never even

the thing: they were as valid 15 years ago as they are  heard of the Masjid and it was considered preposterous to

today. believe that a political party could win votes by focusing
And yet, 15 years ago - or cven a decade ago when  on some medieval mosque.

the Masjid fever was at its height ~ nobody of any The reason why the Babari Masjid campaign

consequence within the Parivar raised these issues with  succeeded beyond our wildest expectations was this: all

any great conviction. such campaigns provoke a reaction from the other side.

| Instead. we were told about how Muslims had never ~ Muslims felt threatened by the rhetoric. Their religious
J really accepted an Indian identity, how they all secretly  (and political) leaders saw this as a perfect opportunity...
identitied with the evil Babar and all those terrible ... Angered by these positions, even liberal Hindus
toreign invaders who had so humiliated the Hindu samaj,  began to think: My God! May be Advani is right! Perhaps
‘ and why in any case did they get to keep four wives when  these people are fanatics after all!
the rest of us had to be content (or not so content) with Much the same sort of thing could happen with the
only one? Christian community. So far, at least, Christians have
- Has the Christian community done anything so  reacted just as Mauslims did... So don’t laugh at
dramatically different over the last five years that it now  Sudarshan. He knows what he is doing. The boys, in

warrants Sudarshan’s ire? ... : khakhi have done it once before in the 1980%. And judging
My guess is that Sudarshan is still exercised by the by the early results, they are well on their way to doing it
Muslim menace. But he has been told, to lay off that again. d (Source: The Hindustan Times, 22 October, 2000) i

subject. at least- in public... The current spell in
government and the ability to win moderate alliances is

Shahabuddin’s Response,

directly linked to the yards of masking tape pasted Lettgr to The Hindustan Times, 23 Oct., 2000 !
seeurely across the mouths of Sudarshan and. his Sangh I have read your reflection on Sarsanghchalak in the '
Partvar pals. The anti-Muslim rhetoric has served its ~ Hindustan Times of 22 October, 2000 in the course of
purpose. Now it is time to shut up. which you have adopted the usual ‘reaction’ theory to

[rom Sudarshan’s point of view, this may all be very  ¢xplain away tbe v of chauvinisni, which helped the
well for the BJP but it robs his organisation of its raison ~ RSS-BIP to achieve their object and purpose.

detre. The RSS flourishes only when it can unite Hindus We may not have consulted sympathetic friends like
against a threat. For decades, it remained in business by  you but please let me know whether in your view, the
te-opening the wounds of centuries of Muslim rule, Muslim community should not have taken notice of the
How can it still unite the samaj without attacking  highjacking of the Babari Masjid in broad day-light and its
Mushims? How does it identify an enemy who is striking ~ de-facto conversion into a temple in February. 1986! And ‘T
at the core ol our society and who must be defeated? what did it demand? It only demanded that the wheels of
Lasy enoughe it falls back on the *Christian menace’. law move faster and the cases pending since 1949-51 be

The problem is that even the most imaginative ~ consolidated and placed before a Special Bench of the
demagogue 1imds it difficult to suggest that the road to ~ Allahabad High Court which should hold. day-to-day

! national ruin lics . the Lord's Prayer... hearings! The cases were consolidated a year and a halt
But the RS yets around this objection nicely. Indian  later after V.P. Singh won the Allahabad bye-clection but

Christians. by themselves, may not seem menacing. So it the repeated plea for day-to-day hearing has never been

. " / T
suggests that they are not really Indian at all. They afe  conceded.

part of a global conspitacy run by our former colonial Yes, we had our hawks but *doves’ like me even
masters who cannot bear to see Hmdu India rise again ~ offered an out-of-court settlement in February, 1986 itself
and so, bribe hapless tribuls e ciibracing Christ, and (Contd. on Page 566)

MUSLIM INDIA 216, DECEMBER, 2000 560




RSS

Khushwant Singh
On Political Character of RSS

Now that many of our top leaders have re-affirmed
their loyalties to the RSS, the pretence that the
organisation was — and is — only social and cultural
without any interest in politics may be forgotten. Prime
Minister A.13. Vajpayee went on record to say ‘‘once a
swayamsevak forever a swayamsevak”. Home Minister
LK. Advani and Murli Manohar Joshi (both accused in
the destruction of the Babari Masjid), Chief Ministers and
Governors of some states have also confirmed their
loyalties 1o the RSS.

Unfortunately, the RSS has no constitution (nor) a list
of members and keeps no accounts of donations or
eipenses. But it has spawned a large number of sub-
organisations which carry out its programmes among
workers, students, civil servants and (masses). The
I2haratiya Jana Sangh and its successor, the BJP, are its
oifspring.

The earliest studies of the RSS were made by
Americans connected with the CIA - J.A. Curran and
Craig Baxter. A comprehensive account of the RSS is
Wvailable in D.R. Goyal's RRS brought up-to-date and
Mpyblished (Radha Krishna). Goyal was once a member
0l the RSS and knows what he is writing about.

The RSS was founded by K.B. Hedgewar (1889-1940)
W Vijaya Dashmi (Dussehra) day in 1925 in Nagpur ...
WY five members... The idea was to organise a body of
Wiy boys, drill and train them to be able to face Muslim
Blis in communal riots, Their hero was Shivaji.

. By the time Hedgewar handed over the baton to

Bilkar, the RSS had 400 shakhas with over 40,000
WIS, .. Although the war was on and Gandhiji called
Writish to *Quit India’, the RSS’ priority was not to
Wntish out but to cut Muslims to size. In return, the
I ok a benign view of the RSS and even arranged
¥ ltaining for it. The communal strife in the wake of
ion of the country gave yet another fillip to the

Wited a revulsion against the RSS in the minds of
Mins... He went to the gallows chanting the
MV iin of the RSS.

¥ succeeded Golwalkar. During his tenure, the
I lurther inroads into workers’, students’ and
Winisations. Tt had a series of publications in
uages... The RSS way of thinking which
W Inany parties like the Shiv Sena, the VHP and
B Ll All of these are exclusively Hindu, anti-
I Uliristian, anti-socialist and anti-conmmunist.
Ul caune into sharp focus during the tenure of
R " ‘uccessor,  Rajendra Singh.... The
By || LT agitation Igd to the de,'structlon of .the
(Il""l||ilﬂ Ii"ul‘l: m recent times, the - violence against

biihered strength,
Wivice that it was apolitical was shed: the RSS

Rajesh Ramachandran on Sudarshan’s

Outpourings against Islam & Christianity

Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh chief K S Sudarshan
on Sunday lashed out at the church. alleging  that
Christianity is today more about politics than religion. The
msurgency in the North-East is the result of a US
conspiracy, using the church, he told newspersons at the
end of the Rashtriya Raksha Mahashivir (national security
grand camp) here, -

Sudarshan said during the Cold War when India
rejected US requests for military bases, it used the church
to get access to the strategically important northeast.

He alleged that the church is part of the West's arsenal
through which it could guide Christians into political
action in domestic as well as international politics.

Hence, an indigenous church is essential for national
security, he contended. Earlier at a public mceting he
calling for the Indianisation of Islam. Sudarshan asked
Muslim clergy to stop exploiting illiterate Muslims who 1
are being told to call Hindus kafirs. He said just as the
Muslims of Indonesia still carry Hindu names and honour
their Hindu ancestry, Mustims of India also should accept
Hindu gods as part of their ancestry. ..

All through the two-and-a-half hour programime,
Union home minister Advani sat out in the sun
among other guests away from the stage. Advani
was seen reciting Sangh songs and doing the
Sangh salute. Ram Prakash Gupta, Uttar Pradesh
chief minister, sat next to Advani

(Source: The Times of India, 16 October, 2000)

(Contd. from Page 551)

- At present it is split between the followers of its
present Chief G.M. Bhat and Gilani. Bhat is reported to
have bought peace for his followers through a secret
understanding with Farooq Abdullah, by assuring him that
his followers have nothing to do with the ongoing Jihad in
the State and should not be targeted by the paramilitary 1
forces... Lone, another player in Kashmir politics, may ]
have traveled a long way since the time he was associated :
with the Congress and the Janata Dal, but his desire to
preserve Kashmiriyat or his secular credentials can not be
questioned. The combination of many such new players
can throw up an opportunity for finding a solution to the
problem. It will, however, depend to a large extent on the
approach adopted by New Delhi and Islamabad. ..

The actions of the ISI and the induction of foreign
elements have certainly complicated the situation... The
time has therefore come when the search for alternative
solutions should begin in Kashmir.

(Source: The Pioneer, 13 October, 2000)

was the force behind the Hindu Jana Sangh and is today
the invisible puller of strings of the BJP leadership. The
new supremo, K.S. Sudarshan, is not likely to loosen the
RSS hold on the BIP. One has to stretch one’s credibility

beyond limits to accept the RSS’ claim of being secular...
(Source: The Hindustan Times, 11 November, 2000
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RSS

Neena Vyas on Vajpayee and Advani as
Builders of India of Golwalkar’s Dreams

The RSS . cannot explain why it never
participated in the freedom struggle in any meaningful
jannet... And yet, it has never tired of preaching lessons
I prariotism, especially to Muslims and Christians.

e writings by RSS leaders, beginning with ‘Guru’
M8, Golwalkar, reek of a hatred of Muslims and
Chiristans, and it is well known that he stopped just short
ol recommending Hitler’s method of dealing with what he
called “the problem of the minorities”. Writing about (he
purie of the Jews by Hitler, he affirmed: “Gerniany has
shown how well nigh impossible it is for races and
viltures, having differences going to the rools, 1o be
nssimilated into one united whole, a good lesson (or us n
Iindustan to learn and profit by”...

Al the Agra camp ... s Sursanghachaich
Sudirshan, could not help dishing out the old and Tunabiar
views. The Christians must Indianise the chureh, the
Muslims must accept Rama and Krishna 98 ihew heroes.
ihe view was often expressed by Advant duting the days
ol the Ayodhya agitation. This view s hardly differviu
from that of Golwalkar who prescribed the five points
niceded to be part of the nation of Hindustan, “In this
country, Hindustan, the Hindu Race with g Hindu
religion, Hindu culture and Hindu language (the family o
Sanskrit and her offsprings) complete the Nation
concept.”” And not wishing to Jeave anything ambiguous,
e further wrote: “we must bear in rmnd that 40 tar as
‘ination’ is concerned, all those, who fall outside the five-
fold limits of that idea, can have no place in natigaal hie,
unless they abandon their differences, adopt the rehgion,
culture and language of the Nation and completely merge
themselves in the national race. So long, however, as they
maintain their racial, religious and cultural differences,
they cannot but be only foreigners, who may be:eithe
friendly or inimical to the Nation.”

Sudarshan’s call to Muslims and Christians 15 4
step in the direction of asking them to adopt the Hindu
religion if they wished to be part of the nation. The wai
cries of the VHP and the Bajrang Dal on the conversions
issue, the call by the Prime Minister for a “national
debate” on the subject, all fall into place. In fact, cven the
review of the Constitution was a demand made by
Golwalkar barely a few years after it took shape...

What happened at Agra ... - the reassertion ol
Hindutva, the “suggestion” to the minorities to “Indianize”
(as if they were not Indians), the criticism of ihe
Government’s ... policies ... and more importantly the
participation by the Union Home Minister - was perhaps
an attempt to keep the Hindutva constituents solidly
behind the BJP... The RSS has never strayed from the
Hindutva course, and one could even say, never will...

The BJP has been trying to fine-tune its own views
and approach so as not to frighten its political friends...
But Advani’s presence seemed to suggest that ... he could
jump back on the Hindutva bandwagon. Ironically, the
party seems to have also come to the conclusion that to

surge ahead electorally it cannot continue to alienate the
rinorities... There is a view in the party that if the
minority card is played 100 strongly, it may lose its
Hindutva vote bank. And the BIP has been trying to keep
the balance, alternately giving the come hither look to the
minorities and then wielding the Hindutva stick to beat
them with... The apparently contradictory statements
made by Laxinan and Adviani on the RSS are also being
seen as an attempt by the party 1o keep two options open -
pursue the saft and on the surface moderate Vajpayee line,
or go back 1o the hard Hindutva line, .

.. The Prime Minister talked about “building
an India of my dreams" ... in New York. And surely,
the India of his dreams, as much as the India of
Advani's dreams is preity much like the India of
the dreams of Golwalkar and Hegdewar and
Sudarshan, {Sowrce: the Hindu, 22 October, 2000)

Deep Saffron
Editorial, The Asian Age, 17 Oct., 2000

o Budargian has eifectvely demonstrated that there
W no chsige i the orgamisanon’s policy towards the
minorities, And that the Muslins and Christians continue
(6 be suspect i the eyes of the RSS which has spent
decades in trymg 10 convinee the majority community
about the legitmacy ol s assumptions... In this day and
age . the RSS sounds ke a voice from another century,
a prmidive band of men .. who are still beating the drums
ol communulium, Perhaps Sudarshan -himself does not
know what roots he is talkmg about... He has legitimized
the sitack on the Christian community by speaking of the
supposed Indunization of the Church... (He) drew his
own bl distineton between the “Indian” Christians and
e “Western” Chureh. .. Similarly Muslims were again
reminded of iher supposed Hindu. roots, and selective
quotes were used 1o send home the message that this
minority too a8 here on sufferance and should not take
undue liberties, ..

That the RSS camp was attended by Union home
minister LK. Advani and Uttar Pradesh chief minister
Ram Prukash Gupta should be a matter of concern for a
country wihich ... draws its strength and sustenance from

secilansm and democracy...

Ihe Agra meet has sent a strong anti-minority
mussiage down the line, and this will have its impact on the
P whether 1t is in or out of the ‘government. The RSS
has nol solt-pedaled the message, the minorities have to
follow RSS gudelines if they want to live in pcace. The
BIP government will be expected to protect the RSS and
is front organizations like the VHP if there is violence...
Its cadres (will) watch over the minorities to ensure that
they demaonstrate their suspect patriotism at every turn and
corner... All in all Sudarshan has acted true to type,
tollowed the well laid out line, and shown that he has
brought no new thinking or insights into the RSS which
remains full steam ahcad on the anti-minority track.
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Rajesh Joshi

On Revival of Golwalkar’s Thoughts

... A piece of polemical indulgence on Sangh
weology (by) Golwalkar is the RSS” gospel today. When
he had spelt it out ... his views were largely ignored. But
when the fifth RSS chief, K.S. Sudarshan, expounded, at
the 75th anniversary meet at Agra last fortnight, on the
need for “swadeshikaran™ (indigenisation) of the Church
and “Indianisation of Islam” it, predictably enough, stirred
a‘hornet’s nest.

Sudarshan’s  suggestion to both Christians and
Muslims to “Indianise” their respective faiths was roundly
critivised... Addressing the Mahashivir, Sudarshan (also)
called upon the swayamsevaks to possess the “power of
violence™ if they wanted to be truly non-violent...

This accent on violence within a non-violent
[rumework  has sent jitters, particularly through the
Christians, who take the RSS’ statements seriously. Says
All India United Christian Forum leader John Dayal: “I
take the RSS seriously for two reasons. First, these
statements come from a political group which controls the
political party which controls the government. Secondly,
... the RSS (has a) dubious track record-hate and violence
against all minorities and a declared distrust of the
Constitution.”

... Father Donald de Souza, deputy secretary-general
of the Catholic Bishops Conference of India (CBCI), sees
a larger political motive behind the idea of the swadeshi
church. Says he: “The idea of swadeshi church is aimed at
hitting at the very roots of democracy and the
Constitution. Nobody can regulate faith. The Pope is the
guarantor of the unity of faith, he does not tell me about
my political choices.” ...

- By reviving Golwalkar, Sudarshan is trying to
energise his disillusioned cadre. However, almost every
negative comment made by him was followed by a
scemingly benevolent advice to both communities. The
stakes, therefore, are clearly electoral-try to give the BIP’s
sagging fortunes a boost vis-d-vis the impending UP
assembly polls. Many feel that the soft words were to save
the BJP-led government, wooing  the minorities, from
cmbarrassment. The RSS chief distinguished common
Christians and Muslims “who feel for the country” from
their “anti-national” clergy.

Said Sudarshan: “Christians and Muslims changed
their method of worship but they’ve links with our
ancestors. Even our Indian Muslim brothers didn’t come
from outside...so why can’t we creatc a new form of

[Islam?” ... Church leaders, however, (feel) that they have

noi.llusion that such changes in their vocabulary will be
convincing enough for the saffron ‘brigade to roll back

Sangh 75
Editorial, The Organiser, 29 October, 2000

The Sangh is seventy-five... From a small beginning
(it) has grown into a remarkably unique effort in
networking for its man-making and nation-building
mission... The founder of the RSS, Keshav Baliram
Hedgewar firmly believed that national reconstruction
cannot be the job of an organization or even a. social
group. It is an ongoing process and-an atmosphere
conducive to such healthy growth of good qualities and
high moral values has to exist as a permanent feature in
any society. The second Sarsanghchalak of the RSS,
Golwalkar Guruji used to reiterate this point saying that as
society unites, its scattered strength assumes unparalleled
strength... The collective efforts of (the Sangh) is to evolve
the society into a strong self-reliant nation, proud of its
moorings and sure of the future. As Deendayal Upadhyaya
stated, we should be proud of our past but need not hold it
as the highest watermark of our glory. We can achieve
even greater glory if we understand the dynamics of today
and work for a better tomorrow as one nation. This
necessarily involves the united effort of all - as one

* people.

. There is no place for dividing the people as
minority or majority, between religious and linguistic
groups, between vanvasis and nagarvasis or even among
castes. These distinctions are but supekficial and many
times risen out of certain historical compulsions. No one
should make a virtue of one’s caste or religion... Lakhs
and lakhs of swayamsevaks vow to protect divine dharma
meaning the value system, which is universal (which) has
to be proved to be good for the place of its origin — India ~
the mother of all civilizations...

(( RSS Chief on National Press \
! The RSS does not care what the English |
media publish because those who read English |
newspapers do not go to the polling booths to ||

cast their votes.
- K.S. Sudarshan, RSS Supremo

Those who are trying to Indianise Indian
Christianity and Muslims ' should first try to |
Indianise the Union Government. [l

\} - V.P. Singh, Former Prime Minister {

o

e

their campaign against the Christians. Going by the
parameters set by the founder-fathers of the RSS, whose
ultimate dream was to establish Hinduism’s superiority
over other faiths, they feel there will be no end to the RSS
crusade. (Source: The Outlook, 30 October, 2000)
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RSS Repackaged
Editorial, The Hindustan Times, 17 Oct., 2000
With a friendly Government at the Centre and in
wime of the states, (the RSS) may well feel that a c¢hance
o nchieve what it wants may never come again...

While the ékhortation to the Muslims to acc ept Hindu
Hivihiological heroes as part of their ‘cultural’ heritage, as
i tndonesia, 1s an old one, the RSS™ latest preoceupiation
with ¢hristians has made it come up with deas which
live o more specific connotation. I is not only that the
dipeesiion for a swadeshi church can be resented by a
cahnunity, whose faith is claimed to be older than that of
Itiopeans, as unwarranted advice on its mstiutional
ftimework: it is also a slur which is more explicit m the
Wlegnuons of subversive activity by Christians in the
Nonthi-east. The broad hint in these statements ~ that the

Muslimms  and  Christians  cannot  be regarded  as
auonalists’  unless  they ‘Indianise” or  “Hinduise

thietiselves — is as old as the RSS... What is new is the
Boest which such ideas have received because of the BJP's
[resent stint in power.

Ihe RSS® realization, however, that it cannot press its
spenda too eagerly in case it has an unsettling etfect on the
Viijpayce Government has complicated its task, for it
ot be too forthright about its own propaganda...
Aipiably, the taming of the BIJP because of the
Lulipulsions of power now includes the RSS as well. The
nly difference is mat while the BJP is at present also
Iitained in its utterances, the RSS has no such need. The
tusull s that its divisive thesis will continue to sow sceds
0l sfoubt among Indians of different faiths.

Loaves and Fishes
Editorial, The Hindustan Times, 20 Oct., 2000

tnion  Home Minister L.K. Advani’s
nhservation that the RSS exerts a ‘mioral” influence on the
prosent Government (much as Gandhi did on Nehru’s and
lyaprikash Narayan on Morarji Desai’s) perhaps tells us
muore than anything else that the name of the game is
and that there is little that the NDA constituents
Wil allow to come in the way of keeping it. The singular
ik of a ... reaction to (the) statement from the BJP’s
iies capart from the) TDP and the JD(U) which have had
Aine pretty obvious but innocuous things to say — should
Luntinm to the RSS as well as its opponents that neither a
it ol moral or philosophical principle nor substantive
dillvicnees on policy is likely to wean any of the BIP’s
piiient allies away from its share of the loaves and fishes
ol
3y hearing Advani without twitching a muscle,
wlilt the allies have done, in effect, is to obliterate the
Wllbrence between a BIP Government and a Government
Ml the NDA.

Tevnant

im\'. (4]

The Roots Thing Could Lead to Some
Surprising Conclusions
Editorial, The Statesman, 21 Oct., 2000

it is fuony that KS Sudershan should urge Indian
Muslims and Cliristians 1o aceept their Hindu roots, since
“Hhadu™ tsell is a Farsi term, coined by Muslims to
deseribe inhabitants of “Hind™ or India not belonging (o
thetr religion. “Hindwam™ in the sense o6f a single and
unified  religion is o stll later invéntion, to which
widesprend currency was given by the British in the [9th
canituy
shivuld be expressing some gratitude:
the raots ol the notions ol “Hhindu’™ and “Himduism” lie

suderahan

respectively wath Perman Muslims and British Christians.
If Sudershan or RSS deologiies were (o examine Sanskrit
serpiure of any Inden @xt wiitten before Muslims came
inta India, they would not encounter a smgle instance of
the term “Hmdu®, or of any term aynonymous with it. The
clogest they might come 5 the lerm “Arya”™, but that
excludes, castes and
untouchables, whom Suderahan may or may nol want to

famously, the “Anarva’, lower
number among the hindu fock. These are people who
worship Hindu gods. but who for centunies hive not been
allowed into Hindu temiples. In some cases they were not
Just untouchable but even ungecable,.

Wihile  Sudershan woald like logdian Muslims  or
Christians 1o “remember” therr roots, in the -case of
Harnfans he would emom the very opposite - that they
showld Torgel the past, 1B thas s difficult... If Sudershan
has o nadonalist agends, delving into roots is the worst
possible ding he could do, since elements in' Indian
culture o “mdigenvus™ or “forcign™ origin are too
mextricably mixed

A natoniism - based  on ethnic or  religious
exclusiviai s also the worst possible strategy in terms of
practical  pobties.. Milosevic’s Serb Nationalism, for
example, led (o the break-up of the Yugoslav republic.
Nearer Pakistan's steady  drift towards  Islamic
Fundamestabizm has cawrned it the cachet of o “failed
statc™... 1t pusses understanding why the Sudershans and
Bal Thackerays shoutd wish to take lndia down the same

hone,

route as Pakistan or Yugoslvia,

By demonstrating the point so succinctly, Advani has,
strictly from the BIP's point of view, once again led from
the front. If the BJP wishes to be flagrant or venturesome,
now it can even think of taking up issues that it was
leaving for the day when it will have the parliamentary
numbers right... It has been shown for the first time in
India’s public life that cohabiting with ideological foes can
be a pleasant pastime il power-sharing is also on offer.

-
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Looking for a New Paradigm
Editorial, The Statesman, 23 Oct., 2000

Available msights into the state of mind of the RSS
are baftling. For instance, ... Cardinal Ratzinger’s speech
- refusing to put Christianity on par with other religions
which does not hother anyone if this country, apparently
put the bee in the RSS sarsanghchalak’s bonnet...
Sudershan would appear to have other bees in his bonnet:
for example, the receipt of money from abroad .— VHP
sympathizers send vast sums into this country but this is of
course all right... But there is a cultural dimension too:
Christianity is suddenly seen as a threat to the affirmation
of Hindu identity. It is doubtful whether anyone outside
the RSS's inner circle sees any problem or at least in the
swme way... What is happening in the North-East has
nothing to do with Christianity: the Nagas are revolting as
Nugas. their religion is just another marker setting them
apart. not from Hindus ... believe but from all Indians.
Had the neighbourhood been full of Christians, the Naga
problem would have been just as acute.

Problems peculiar to the RSS remain. The fact is that
attendance  at  shakhas s dwindling while front
organizations devoted 10 political action are flourishing. ..
The RSS has an idiom problem. Sudershan now speaks of
farmers, something the RSS rarely did earlier. It means
that the core Hindutva idcology is made to cater to an
increasingly  literate,. possibly culturally  disaffected,
peasantry  besieged by - television  and metropolitan
values... Hindutva needs redefinition and the quest of
Hindu identity reformulated in a rural context.

The original flare-up, over the BJP’s declared move to
woo the Muslim electorate, should be seen from this
strategic perspective. Sudershan tells them that they have
“the blood of Rama.and Krishna in their veins’". In other
words, Muslims -are either foreigners or Hindus, they
cannot be Muslims. Which takes everybody well over the
brink of sanity.

(Contd. from Page 560)

lcave the bare Masjid alone and take whatever else you
need for a magnificent Mandir..

No. dear Vir, you are wrong. On the Babari Masjid'

question, Muslim community could not have been more
genteel and law-abiding.

To understand the Hindu-Muslim relations, you have
to probe the Hindu psyche more deeply. The net impact of
all the anti-Muslim propaganda for generations has been to
make the averuge Hindu believe that the Muslims should
‘pay some price for all the ‘sins’ committed for a thousand
years and conclude that the Sangh Parivar is right in
claiming only 3 shrines after all. T think this is because the
RSS has succeeded in generating a Hindu sense of
proprietorship over India and the propriety of settling the

Rajesh Ramachandran

Swinging Between Support & Proposition

... The RSS is doing a fine balancing act, trying its
best to retain the government as well as the Opposition
spaces. The thinking apparently is to use the friendly
government at the Centre to further the Sangh agenda,
while not letting the cadre feel disillusioned and drift away
from the party. ‘

“We are like Krishna during the Mahabharat, having
to fight the enemy with a man who pawned his wife” is
how a veteran RSS pracharak explained the situation. But
be sure the BJP-led government serves the RSS purpose.
And whatever be the much-hyped disillusionment of the
cadre, the BIP remains the party that assures a “friendly
environment for the Sangh’s social work.”

Friendliness is explained by a senior pracharak thus:
“More resources are at our disposal than ever.” The RSS
leaders while addressing the volunteers, might decry the
political class which obviously includes the BJP. but later
in press conferences they try to moderate the impact of the
earlier statements...

The pracharak pramukh Suresh Rao Ketkar was
asked whether the RSS accepted VHP chief Ashok
Singhal’s stand. .. (His) answer was: “We would wait for
the government’s permission and the courts
decision, while trying to explain our position to
the government that the temple should be buit..

.. So at one level, the Sangh is projecting a new
moderate image of an open organization meant solely for
social service which has friendly relations with a multi-
party government which is bound by several limitations.
At the other level, the Sangh is acutely aware of the
growing - anti-incumbency - factor against the Union
government and more importantly, the contusion within
the ranks about the blatantly anti-swadeshi policies of the
government. And again, the Sangh is sensitive to the
effective utilization of - the Opposition space which over
the years had helped it and its affiliates to grow...

A senior leader while discussing the issue of the
cadres attitude towards the government admitted that the
Sangh’s control over the Opposition space can be in
Jeopardy, but he added, so long as it takes the lead in
raising economic as well as political issues against the
government, it need not overtly bother about losing out its
cadre. But how long can the Sangh defend the government
and oppose its policies? Wouldn't its cadre sce through the
duplicity? RSS leaders are sure they will manage the
contradiction. .. (Source: The Times of india, 15 October, 2000)

account of the centuries to glorify Hindu and humiliate
Muslim Indians. Indeed, it is the educated, rich, upcoming
Hindu middle class, which is more anti-Muslim and
communal in outlook than the Hindu masses. N

MUSLIM INDIA 216, DECEMBER, 2000 566

.-l‘fi  ;



1}

= W Ux

W

HISTCRY

Romila Thapar on Hindutva and History

“The Aryans” became a historical category in the late
ieteenth century. There was much confusicn between
SAIyai as tace and as language. a confusion that has not
ety cleared in popular perception. In its application 1o
Widian lustory, it was argued that the aryas referred to in
the ipgveda were the Aryans who had invaded and
tigiieled northern India, founded Indian civilization, and
spivait their Indo-Aryan language. The theory had an
Iniiediate impact, particularly on those with a political
upenda and on historians.

Ivatiba Phule maintained that the Aryan invasion
eaplined  the arrival of alien Brahmans and then
dumiinance and oppression of the lower castes. The
Hviision was necessary to this view of history. For those
poicerned with a Hindutva ideology, the invaston had (o
bt ddeinied. The definition of a Hindu as given by Savarka
Witk it India had to be his pitribhumi (ancestral land) and
s punyabhumi (the land of his religion). A Hindu
therelore could not be descended from alien invaders.
Sinee Hindus sought a lineal descent from the Aryins, and
i Cultural heritage, the Aryans had to be indigenous. This
etintion of the Hindu excluded Muslims and Chnstians
from  being indigenous since their religion did nol
uriginate in India.

Historians initially accepted the invasion theory and
soine cven argued that the decline of the Indus cities wis
due to the invasion of the Aryans, although the
nrchacological evidence for this was being discounted. Bul
ilie invasion theory came to be discarded in favour of
ulternative theories of how the language. Indo-Aryi,
chtered the sub-continent... The language - Indo-Aryan -
had come with a series of migrations and thercfoie
involving multiple avenues of the acculturation of peoples
fhe historically relevant question was not the identity ol
ile Aryans...

Why thenn do Hindutva ideologues - Indian ard i
indian - keep flogging a dead horse and refuse to consider
the more recent alternative thcories? For them the only
alternative is that if the Aryans were not invaders, they
must have been indigenous... Their insistence ... allows
them to maintain that the present-day Hindus are the lineal
descendants of the Aryans and the inheritors of the land
since the beginning of history. This then requires that the
presence of the Aryans be taken back into the ecarlicsi
history. Hence the attempt to prove, against the previiting
evidence from linguistics and archaeology, that the authors
of the Rigveda were the people of the Indus cities or even
(carlier). Indian history from the perspective of the
Hindutva ideology reintroduces ideas that have long been

discarded and are of little relevance to an understanding of’

the past... The rewriting of history according to these ideas
is not to illumine the past but' to allow an casict

legitimation from the past for the political requirements of

the present. The Hindutva obsession with identity is npt a
problem related to the early history of India but arises out
of an attempt to manipulate identities in contemporary

ally, this can only be done if the
: ations of history are revised and forced
o the 'lmdulm ldmlwu.ul mould. To go by present
mdications, this would imply a history based on dogma
with formulaic answers, nono-causal explanations, and no
intetlectual explorations. Degmatic  assertions with no
space for alternative ideas often arise from a sensé of
inferiority and the fear of debate. Hence the determination
to prevent the publication of voluines on hlstmy which do
not contorm o Himdutva weoclagy

History ds projected by Illmhil\ a ideslogues, which is
I'mm_g, indroduced 1o ‘.inllun thiough textbooks and is
heing thrust uipon research instinnics, precludes an open
discugaion ol evidence and mwrpretanan. Nor does it bear
any trace of the Gew methods of histoncal analyses now
Belng used in centres of historica) research, Such history is
disnpsacd i‘v'}; e Phnduivh  wdeolognes as Western,
pnpermbiat, Mursist, of whatever, but they are themselves
anaware of whiat these labels mean or the nature of these
rendings, There 12 no recopnion ol the techmcal traming
required  of  Isiordng and archacologists or of the
foundations ol sadinl  science  essential  {o o historical
explanaton. Engineers, computer  experts,  journalists-
rned-politicians, foreign journalisis posing as scholars of
Indology, and what linve vou, assume infallibility, and
pronounce on aichaeology and listory. And the media
{Source: The Frotgline, 13 October, 2000)

Dolilic& Yet irpnic

accord them the sutus

Sanjay Banerjee
On History as Retold by RSS

A glassy Bookiet circulated by the Sangh Parivar
seeks o estabhish that an important Hindu temple was
destroyed: by ihe Portuguese and a church built in its
place,.. VHP waited (o take out an all-India march from
(he sland of Diwar m October 1999. The plan never got
ofl the ground but Diwar has remained a fixation for VHP
lenders, The bookiet quotes Jesuit historian Fr Francisco
da Souza, author ol Oriente Conquista, as saying: “Diwai
was a8 miich venerated by the Hindus as the Holy Land is
by s on secount of a temple of many indulgences and
and even at present on a certain day of the
[Hindus hopefully flock there to bathe

prigimnges,
yieur,  the
themselves.”
e VP booklet says: “The temple on the 1sland is
relocated at Narve in Bicholim taluka after the original
was destroyed by the Portuguese. It was rebuilt by Shivaj
n 1668, The temple is dedicated to Lord Shiva as Shni
Sapta Koteeshvara. The holy lingam, made of an alloy of
seven metals and consecrated by seven sayes. was
believed to grant freedom from sin by sight and salvation
by touch. Thus, the tradition of pilgrimage is traced to
unknown antiquity:” Combining its argument “witli the
tradition of Vedic and Sanskrit learning recaorded
various copper plates”, the literature concludes that “Gon
is equal to Kashi as a centre of pilgrimage as well as
learning”.. (Source: The Times of India, 21 Uctaber, 2000}

s
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On Conservation of Sidhpur Masijid
Shahabuddin to The Pioneer, 29 Sept., 2000

Apropos  Shri Prafull Goradia’s article on the
Rudramahalaya complex at Siddhpur, Gujarat, the records
do not bear out his contention that the ‘work of the ASI
was halted by the intervention of the Minorities
Commission’ or that ‘the Commission worked at the
behest of narrow local vested interests’.

The complex including the Jama Masjid were and are
protected monuments of national importance. Protected
monuments, by definition, are not excavation sites.
Excavation follows its own rules. In this case, in the name
of repair and renovation of the Masjid, which was its
preseribed duty, the ASI began large-scale excavation ‘all
around and within the Masjid, in which some aricient
telics were  discovered. The discovery ignited the
communal fuse and the local Hindutva forces began an
agitation for the stoppage of Namaz in Masjid and for its
demolition. Communal violence followed on 14.3.1980.

The matter was brought to the notice of the
Commiission by the Trustees of the Masjid after the ASI
failed to fulfill successive undertakings for repair and
maintenance works and had instead begun large-scale
excavations. -

The - Commission made some suggestion  for
settlement in consultations with the representatives of the
two communities and the Adviser to the Governor
(Gujarat being under President’s rule). The Commission
team included Justice M.R.A. Ansari, A.C.M. Arjun Singh
and Rev. Kushak Bakula. The suggestions included the
preservation of the complex as a national monument,
respect to the sanctity of the Masjid, filling up of the
excavation sites around the Masjid and stoppages of
[urther excavation, rebuilding of the western wall of the
Masjid, stoppage of religious worship or gathering in the
complex and the provision of an alternative site for
the Masijid for the Muslim community of Siddhpur.

Obviously the Commission took pains to reconcile the
rival claims to find a satisfactory - settlement. The
Commission only made suggestion for the Central and
State Governiments to follow. It had no executive authority
and could not direct the ASI.

Neither national nor international law  permits
excavation under or near historic monuments, Does Shri
Goradia want all historic sites to be dug up to reveal what
lies underneath?

The fact is that the ASI has not paid due attention to
the maintenance of Muslim monuments in its charge. A
look at the protected Muslim monuments in Delhi alone
will bear this out. Is profection an euphemism  for
continued decay and eventual disintegration?

VHP Yajna in Qutab Minar Complex -
An Act of Desecration and lllegality
AIMMM Statement, 14 November, 2000

The All India Muslim Majlis-e-Mushawarat
(AIMMM) records its protest at the Archaeological Survey
of India permittﬁlg the performance of a Yajna by the
VHP and its associates in the Qutub Minar Complex on 13
November, 2000, as it constitutes both a sacrilege to a
Masjid and a violation of the Law of the land.

The VHP may be motivated to keep its donors
satisfied by opening new fronts in its battle against the
Muslim community but there is no reason for the ASI to
play the role of'its collaborator. ,

The AIMMM has been protesting in the past at the
‘puja’ being performed at a corner of the outer wall of the
Quwwatul-Islam Masjid in the complex. But a full-
fledged Yajna is a development fraught with
serious consequences.

The AIMMM cautions the Government of India

that the Muslim Indians will not tolerate the

beginning of another Ayodhya.”

Sunetra Choudhury

On Jahaz Mahal in Mehrauli
At Mehrauli ... a grant structure like the Jahaz Mahal,
that has a beautiful lake, lies in a decadent state... The

‘Mahal dates back to the Lodi period (15" century)... In

Jahaz Mahal’s case, one cannot Just see the decay, but also
smell it...

The stench of sewage, from the Shamsi lake, hits you
as soon as you come ... near the monument. According to
local residents ... the DDA and the MCD let all the
sewage from other areas into that lake. ..

Despite the  Archaeological Survey ‘of - India’s
notification construction. within 100 meters of a
monument, ‘is ‘going on all over the place. In fact, the
monument may not be noticed from a distance, as some
recent buildings tower over it. The encroachments have

blocked a path which goes all along the lake...
(Source: The Indian Express, 30 October, 2000)

Shahabuddin’s Response

Letter to Lt. Governor of Delhi, 4 Nov., 2000

May I.draw your attention to the Indian Express
report on the pollution of the Shamsi Lake in Mehrauli by
the flow of sewage from the area? his lake is adjacent to
the protected monument Jahaz Mahal at which you
recently inaugurated the traditional Phool Walon-ki-Sair.

Shamsi Lake is the only lake in Mehrauli and I
request you to instruct the DDA/MCD to divert and stop
the sewage flow and to clean it up and restore the
pathways around it.
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MUSLIM WORL

Ethnic Upsurge in Pakistan

[On invitation from Mr. Altaf Hussain, the Leader of the Muttahida Quami Mahaz (MQM), eminent
Pakhtoon, Sindhi, Baluchi and Mohajir political leaders assembled in London on 17 September, 2000
and adppted a framework for a muiti-ethnic democratic and secular Pakistan and demanded the return
ol the Army te the barracks and restoration of democracy. Relevant extracts from the Resolutions

adopted by them are given below - Editor]
e Assembly
Demands that according to the spirit of 1940

I-ahore  Resolution, a new liberal and democratic
Constitution based on equality of nations be' formulated
tar the people of Pakistan. This Constitution shall provide
cqual  and  democratic rights to all the citizens

democracy and fundamental eights. This Consiitution
slall not only provide equal rights to all the rehgious
nunorities but also provide them the right to vote i a
iuit-clectorate system instead of the separate-clectoiate
systenn. Women shail be provided with equal rights and
iepresentation in all walks of life and the discrimuatory
treatment, which they are subjected to, should come 1o an
end. All the provinces shall have total atonomy and il
the present functions of the Federation with the exception
ul' Defence, Foreign Affairs and Currency shall be
transferred to the provinees. Federal inferference i the
matters of provincial rights and authoritics shall end. This
Constitution shall also provide a foolproof guarantee to
safeguard the rights and authorities of the provinces

The composition of the Pakistan Avmy shall b
recomposed, having equal representation of nations {icm
afl the provinces that it can effectively and practically be
presented as the National Army of Pakistan msicad ol
being the Punjabi Army.

So that Pakistan can actually become a democrils
State where;

Also wants to make it clear today that the smallel
nations do not want to fight nor do they want furthe
dismemberment of Pakistan... If the existing Pakistan
breaks-up, it will not be the doing of the smaller provinces
but of the Punjabi Army, the civil bureaucracy and the
intelligence agencies... I the Punjabi Army, the civil
bureaucracy and the intelligence agencies do not chang
their attitude, as a consequence if the smaller provinces
(likely) approach the United Nations and demand for the
right of self-determination. ..

... Demands that the Army goes back to the barracks
immediately while handing over the powers to those
Supreme Court Judges who refused to take oath under the
PCO. They should also be able to take practical steps 1o
formulate a new Constitution in accordance with the
resolutions. ..

... Demands of the international community, all the
donor countries of the world, international monetary
institutions (including the IMF and the World Bank) not to
sign any agreement or provide loans and aid to Pakistan
until such time that the people of the smaller nations are

provided equal representation an the administration and
governance of Pakistan. 1o the present conditions, the
smaller provinees of Pakstan will niot be responsible tor
the repayment of  these loans or honour any  such
agrecment o are bomge made without the consent o1
these provinees

Domands that Hamoeodur BEetunan Commission
Repart be miade pubilic nnd those held responsible for the
Breakcup of Pakistn mottis Report, be severely punished,
A ihie samie e e repants on e ragedies of the murder
ol the fet Prane Minster Shaliced-e-Mallat Liaguat Ali
Ehan, the Oghei Camp disaster, the C130 Plane Crash and
the Kargil husco should abss be made pubhic and those
responsible for these disasters be punished accordingly

Demunds that the Kalabagh Dam Project should be
serapped

Diemands 1w adopt a formwla 1o allocate tunds
cauitably to the provinces thiough the NFC Award m
proportion to then contabution o the federal exchcquu:..

Dermands the cessaiion of the state operation in the
nrbein and roead Soidh and o Badochistan® particularly the
State Operaton gunst the Muttahida Quami Movement
(MON)Y. which 1 contnumg tor the past eight years. .
Fhe mmmedie release ol all the innocent people
unlawtully  avrested w0 Swdh and  Balochistan  and
exempliy  punishment 1o the murderers of Sindhis.
Maodiaphis, Badochs and Pakhituns...

Demands hat the Punjabi establishment stops
fanning the rehgious extremism and sectarianism. ..

Prechires that sice the present Government is itself
el and unconstitutional and has no public mandate (it)
dews ot ave the ripght to hold any one accountable. ..

remands that the present Military Government
should cease the act of retrenching the employees from the
Coverimeint and Semi-Government institutions
parbiculinly the  eniployees  hailing from  the smaller
provinces and also the deployment of the Army personnel
and officers m the Government and Semi-Government
mshitutions

Declares the so-called intellectuals and journalists
cqually responsible and guilty, of oppression against the
smaller nations, along with the Punjabi Army, civil
burcaucracy and intelligence agencies, particularly the
ISI..

... Demands that the harassment against the business
community should be stopped forthwith (as) the present
unconstitutional and undemocratic government has no
right to collect revenue from the people. ..
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Harold A. Gould on Israel’s Colonial Character

- The root cause of what is occurring in Palestine
today is not political chicanery, as a number of Western
commentators  have asserted, but the prolonged
perpetuation by lsrael of what can only be called a
colonialist culture. This has finally created a fatal
disconnect between ordinary Palestinians and leaders on
both sides of the border. Ordinary Palestinians are saying
that they have endured enough denigration and are taking
Mmatters into their own hands. The Palestine Authority
President, Yasser Arafat, is no longer effectively leading
the Palestinian masses. He is following them, desperately
trying (o regain enough credibility and control to restore
his authority ..

The repeated cycles of political confrontation
tollowed by negotiations ... have consistently failed to
tesolve any of the underlying issues that have for so long
fuelled Palestinian rage and despair. Genuine political
autonomy, free of Israeli military and political hegemony,
despite all the promises and assurances, has not been
achieved. The de facto annexation of Arab land has
continued unabated. Since the 1970s, there has been a 73
PEr cent growth in the number of Jewish settlements.
Jerusalem remaing unresolved. The plight of the vast
refugee populations, who live in squalor and virtual
economic serfdom along Israel’s borders, and who have
credible claims for compensation for properties lost in the
turmoil that followed the establishment of the Israeli state,
have never been meaningfully addressed.

... Colonialist structures are inherently reactionary,
uninclined to relinquish their grip on their subalterns
unless they are coerced mto realizing that the costs of
PeIpetuating  subjugation exceed the' rewards of
abandoning it... It is hard for both Israelis and bewildered
outsiders to understand why still another dose of vague
promises of eventual statehood are not enough of an
incentive to keep rock-throwing Palestinian school
children off the streets and Arafat at the bargaining table.
As in all past colonialisms, to repeat, a point is reached
where its victims Just refuse to be rational anymore, When
that point ig reached, sweet reason falls by the wayside.
‘That is what has happened in Palestine today...

The June War of 1967 was the turning point. Victory
transformed Israel from a state under siege to a conquest
state. lsracl for the first time acquired control of
populations that were outside the purview of her natural
socio-political  boundaries, Controlling  conquered
territories in the name of security became the country’s
Supreme preoccupation. Out of  this preoccupation,
unfortunately, there developed the disdain and contempt
for a conquered and occupied people that has been the
progenitor of colonialist structures everywhere. The
colonialist culture brings out the bully in one! Isracl’s
reluctance to evolve policies " leading to an eventual

termination of its imperium culminated in the first intifada
and now to the even worse conflagration we are
witnessing in Palestine. ..

-~ In 1995, Yitzhak Rabin and Shimon Peres saw that
reconciliation was imperative. .. They understood that the
colonialist structure had to end. The mainstream of both
Israeli  and Palestinian society were ready for
reconciliation. But the effort ended in a fusillade of
assassination and suicide bombings. Fundamentalists and
extremists on both sides destroyed the dream:. (After) the
elections of 1996 ... the new Prime Minister, Benjamin
Netanyahu, employed obfuscation and endless knit-
picking as a means of indefinitely prolonging Israeli
dominance by stringing out interminably negotiations that
were supposed to lead to Palestinian statehood. The silent
majority on both sides were sold out by these tactics not
only because they once more postponed the inevitable but
because they re-energised the fundamentalists and
extremists lurking on the fringes of both societies. ..

The coming of Barak appeared to offer one more
opportunity for the Rabin-Peres model to reassert itself...
Camp David seemed to offer hope ... simply because time
has run out... The Palestinian masses have gone over
Arafat’s and Barak’s heads and declared that the only
acceptable solution is immediate Palestinian statehood.
Nothing less than this will successfully dissolye this crisis
because nothing less will terminate the colonialist
structure that is fuelling it... We are witnessing the end of
the Israeli Raj just as in 1947 the world witnessed the end

of the British Raj. (Source: The Hindu, 21 October, 2000)
[The writer is Visiting Professor of South Asian Studies, University of Virgina)
(Contd. from Page 5 70)

their role in the creation of Pakistan. . They should show
the grace of tendering a general apology to the Muslims of
the sub-continent. It is because of them that in Bangladesh
the non-Bengali Muslims are abused as Biharis, in
Pakistan they are called Mohajirs and in India they had to
endure the hurtful epithet of being Pakistanis under the

skin. (Source: The Tribune)
(Courtesy: The Nida-e-Khilafat, 26 October ~1 November, 2000)

(Contd. from Page 571)

protecting, American discourse about Israel that no
questions can be put to the minds that produced Oslo and
that for seven years have been passing off their scheme to
the world as peace.

.. But our miserable status as far as US Zionism is
concerned is compounded by the absence of any
institution in the US or in the Arab world ready and able to
produce an alternative... The dithering  Palestinian
leadership, unable either to retire or to go forward (is) the
ultimate pity. (Source: The Asian Age, 6 November, 2000)
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CHRONOLOGY
Chronology of the Month
(16 October - 15 November, 2000)

NATIONAL AFFAIRS Electoral Reform: *Delni High Court asks Election

Congress: *Sonia Gandhi elected as President, by 7448
votes to 94, in the first ever challenge to Nehru-Gandhj
Lamily, by a former member of inner cagerie Jitendra
Prasad (15 Nov).

NDA: *Vojpayoe adds 4 Cubinetr Ministers including
another Demolition accused Uma Bharati and 1 MOS (7
Nov). .
“Partners express unhappiness with political developments
and cousult cach other for better €quation with Vajpayee
Crevernment (20 Oct).

BJP: *Advani declares RSS-BJP ties as ideological and
historical, compares RSS to Gandhi and JP.

*Drops R.P. Gupta, a Bania, and inducts Rajnath Singh, a
Rajput, as CM of UP (24 Oct).

Trinamool Congress: *In bid to attract Muslim support,
Mamata Banerjee supports reservation for Muslims in
Public Employment and Second Official Language Status
to Urdu in West Bengal; describes support to NDA as ‘not
forever (14 Nov).

JD(U): *Paswan distances himself from Advani’s support
to RSS (20 Oct).

Shiv Sena: *Demands BIP to drop its President
Lakshman (12 Nov). '

CPM: *Special Conference calls for unity of ‘all Left,
secuiar and democratic forces to defeat communalism’ (22
Oct), ready to share power with others. Rejects CPI’s call
for Lett unity.

*Iyoti Basu retires after 23 years as CM. Demands
rejection of VHP’s application for UN Observer status.
Other Parties: *Sp condemns RSS call for Indianisation
of Islam and Christianity and Advani’s presence at RSS
meet (17 Oct). Attacks BJP as communal,

RJD: Yadav and Muslim killings in Siwan shake Laloo
Yaday’s MY mantra (17 Oct).

New States: *NDA rejects JMM leader Shibu Soren’s
claim. *BJP candidate Marandji becomes CM of Jharkhand
(15 Nov).

RSS: *Organises Rashtriya Rakshav Mahashivir at Agra.
*Chief Sudarshan calls for Hinduisation of Islam and
Christianity, criticizes economic policies of Vajpayee
Government; indicates preference for Advani as successor/
substitute for Vajpayee; announces a national mass contact
drive to explain RSS ideology and views. *JUH demands
Indianisation of RSS. AIMPLB proposes Islamisation of
India.

*RSS’s offensive denounced by secular forces, Muslims
and Christian leaders, Left and Congress.

*BJP feels uncomfortable but endorses RSS line leaving it
to minorities to decide (17 Oct).

VHP: Demainds ban on cow slaughter. Demands ban on
<iting up Madarsas in Kutch.

Terrorism: *ULFA targets Bihari migrants in Assam (23
Oct).

Commission to provide information to voters about
criminal record of candidates. ‘

*C.E.C. wants mandatory party polls but rejects idea of
Conmmission’s Interference in such elections (12 Nov).
Smail States: *BJP President Lakshman: supports small
states for better administration (20 Oct).

*RSS crgan demands fresh look at reorgamization of
States. *BJP rejects ID(S)’s plea for 2" State
Reorganization Commission. *Up Assembly says ‘no’ to
turther division of UP (24 Oct). ,

Reservation: SC admits petition against extension of
reservation in legislatures for SC/ST. ‘
Corruption: *5 top cricketers, including Azharuddir,
suspended by Cricket Board following indictment by CBI
(3 Nov).

Human Rights: *Law Commission proposes to curtail
police’s power to arrest and detain (6 Nov). - '
Constitutional Review: *Bsp leader Kanshi Ram calls
move anti-minorities.

*AIMPLB appoints 7-man Committee to monitor progress
of review and intervene as and when necessary, to defend
secular order and protect minority’s interests (29 Oct).
Education: *UGCs review of promotig)n policy
criticized by teachers.

Nuclear Disarmament: *National Convention on
Nuclear Disarmament and Peace adopts Charter of Peace
to support nuclear disarmament (12 Nov).

BABARI MASJID QUESTION

Title Suit: *Special Bench examines 17" witness of Sunni
Wakf Board (14 Nov).

CBI Case: *Allahabad H.C. reserves order on revision
filed by 33 out of 49 accused in demolition case.
*Following resignation of ministers from Gujarat,
opposition demands resignation of key accused Advani,
Joshi and Uma Bharati (10 Nov). BIP rejects demand (13
Nov).

Liberhan Commission: *Uma Bharati deposes; denies
involvement until 31 Oct,, ‘92; evades question on BJP’s
role (23 Oct). :

*H.C. directs Commission not to insist on Kalyan Singh’s
appearance (1 Nov).

RSS: *Asks Government ‘to permit construction of
Mandil,j’ but gives no explicit support to VHP’s move for
starting construction in defiance of law. Advani remains
silent in concluding session (17 Oct).

*AIMMM conveys concern to H.M. Advani on repeated
announcement by VHP on Mandir construction (17 Oet).
*VHP’s Kendriya Margdarshak Mandal’s Goa session
fails to announce date for starting construction and leaves
decision to Dharam Sansad meeting in Allahabad in
January, 2001,

*AIMPLB reiterates stand and accuses VHP of contempt
of court (30 Oct). ’
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CHRONOLOGY

*BJP President Lakshman warns VHP of law taking its
Lourse (31 Oct). VHP criticizes BJP’s stand.

- VHP mobilizes Karsevak for Shaurya Diwas in Ayodhya
bn 6 Dec, Agenda may include attempt to make token

4 beginning (9 Nov).

"Shi‘: Sena accuses BJP of deceiving Hindus; rejects
“;'“"“7 t's Jurisdiction.

_ Kalyan Singh accuses BIP/RSS of having misled him
114 Nov),

i econstryction of Demolished Temple:
Unlawfully constructed temple in Faridabad, demolished

by the loca] quthorities (17 Oct), ordered rebuilt on same

bt by Haryana Government under pressure irom VHP

. 24 Oct). .

KASHMIR QUESTION

ll"S‘v"'ij‘ie"lcy: #Shia leader Aga Syed Mehdi, brother of a
OS in J&K, killed in land mine blast near Srinagar (3
oV). No militant outtit claims responsibility.

Suicide attack on army camp by Lashkar-e-Taiyaba (5
10V). *Goyernment claims 1413 militants killed upto i1
OvV. againgt 316 security personal lost. figures for 1999

Mere 898 and 260.

_\1 Burq dissociates from A.G. Lone’s People's
““fel:cflce which holds a public Convention tn Srinagai.

Atrocities: *nquiry Committee headed by Gen. 8
ukherji holds CRPF responsible for killing of many
inarnath pijgrims on 1 August.

l'zmdmp Commission holds Kashmir Police and CRPF
sponsible for Patharbal and Barakpura killing.

M announces judicial inquiry in Chhattisinghpois

llissacre (31 Oct).
litical- Developments: “*N.C. GS asks India not o

licat Kashmiris as slaves’ and recongise Pakistan as
pitimate party. *Farooq accuses Centre of following

-

ponmunal yeenda in State (24 Oct).

.M. Shah’s ANC asks militants to stop violence ior
feotiated settlement through tripartite talks.

Hurriyat Chief calls for realistic approach or M~iyrs’
1y (6 Nov). Throws hints for bilateral talks with GOl (7
NoV). Asks pakistan (o let Kashmiris decide (14 Nov).
icks observer status with UN.

overnMment: *[ndia allows Umar Farooq and Ansari to
"f“}d OIC Conference in Doha; allows Lone to go <o
ikistan to attend son’s marriage with Amanullah Khan’s
nighter.

llome Minjster Advani considers Assembly’s Resolution
li Autonomy as anti-people (20 Oct). Rejects pre-1953
"'c';‘)& sees progress towards normalization in Valley (24
L M. Farooq Abdullah proposes discussion on RSS’s
Itws. In NDA

Ormer  Foreign Secretary Salman Haider proposes
fumption of talks with Pakistan (15 Mov).

furcation Move: *Advani rejects RSS’ trifurcation
ve (22 Qct). *Movement builds momentum in Jammu
th open RSS support (3 Nov).

IC: *_OI(‘ Summit condemns human rights violation in
Mhmir ;4 supports  self-determination; reiterates

proposal to send fact finding mission; asks India and
Pakistan to resume bilateral negotiations - (14 Nov). India
rejects Resolution (15 Nov).

OTHER MATTERS OF CONCERN

Personal Law: *AIMPLE meets in Bangalore (28-29
Oct). Adopts Bangalore Declaration and  several
Resolution on Communal upsurge, Babari Masjid, Review
of Constitution efe. bul fails fo adopt draft Standard
Nikahnama or launch movemeni on social reform or
discuss codification

Jama Masjid: *Imam Ahinad Bukliariin his first Khutba
criticizes BIP and Pakistan for creating problems for
Muslim Inchans (20 Oct)

*Russian Ambassador calls on Bukhari. Defers plan to
form political party (9 Nov),

*Delhi HC, asks police to file stamis report on sedition
charges againgt ex<Imam and his son (9 Nov).
Education: *M/IIRD Joshi releases National Framework
for School Curvieulum aimed ot Hinduisation of education;
specinlly of non-Hindu students,

Monuments: *ASI exempls Ciiday worshippers from
entrance fee o Ta) Mahnl aid Eotls Ferozeshah Complex
(3 Nov)

*ASI begins renovation of Kobul Bagh Masjid in Panipat
and initintes legal action © remove encroachments (28
Oet).

SVIHE ndds Masjid Quwwatul lslam on Qutub Minar
Complex o demolition list; announces plan to perform
ey Mukti Yogna on Muagjid premises,  Mushawarat
protests, plan fotled by Delhi Police (15 Oz:t). :
*Delbn BLC. guestions Union on maintenance of Red Fort
(18 Oct) and asks ASI 0 conduct survey around
Begumputt Masjid in Delts (19 Oct).

v O oiders Toundries 16 slift out of Taj zene in Agra (8
Nov), ‘

Haj: *1uy Charter fare fixed at Rs.12,000; BJP President
Laxman defends ‘subsidy’ (31 Oct). ‘
Urdu: *NCPUL cipaiizes 3-day meeting of 15 State Urdu
Akademis in Juipui. Meeting asks Urdu-speaking people
to register their Mather Tongue correctly in Census 2001
(17 Oct). Orgunises first Urdu Kitab Mela in Delhi (4
Nov). ”
Muslim Organizations: *I3JP demands ban on SIML
Wakf: *Murket unlawtuily constructed on Wakf land in
I'uridabad demolished on objection by Punjab Wakf Board
(5 Nov).

Sectarian Violence: "Pre-planned Sunni-Shia clash in
Mubarakpur (Liry (5 Nov); 15 killed; many injured. Town
under long curiew: Muslim delegations not permitted; SP
ill]L‘gt‘,\‘ k‘uli:&"nl acy

Police Atrocities: "JUMH condemns continued police
atrocities in Mau, UP (18 Oct).

Communal Violence: *(lash over Qabristan ncar Hubli
in Karnalaka (12 Nov). Tension over Azan in Daudpur,
Lp.

Conversion: *VHIP demands ban on conversion and
foreign nussIomares,

*Qrissa  Bajrang  Dal  alleges  mass  converston  to
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|| /,/ Chiristianity; police to investigate (8 Nov).
l | Other Minorities: *Karnataka police charge sheets 31 / \
for attacks on Churcles including members of Deendar

] Anjuman in India and Pakistan.

| *A.l Christian Council denounces RSS as fascist (19 .
bl oo With Best

*U.S. Council for International Religious Freedom rejects
‘ RSS calt for Indianisation of Church as first step towards
declaring Indig Hindu nation. °
I Other Muslim Minorities — Singapore: *Muslim G /°
communty scuttles play TALAQ. Omp v 4/4 eﬂ/s
Philippines: *OIC’s 22-member team led by Indonesia’s
F.M. probes status of Muslims in insurgency torn South

(16 Oct).
' Yugoslavia: *Kosovars who had boycotted Yugoslavia . ;l'om
| presclential elections vote massively in State elections:
demand independence (28 Oct).
‘ USA: *Muslim citizens of Egyptian origin pleads guilty in
terrorist attack on US Embassies (21 Oct).
*Issues Eid stamp for the first time (14 Nov).
Russia: *Accuses Muslim Brotherhood of trying to
| penetrate Russia and break up Central Asian States with .
help of international terrorists (18 Oct).
Muslim Wold - Palestine: *Intifada continues. Israel

| plans ‘reconquest’ of vacated Arab territories (31 Oct).
[ OIC Summit condemns Isracl but fails to take effective ,
' stand on diplomatic and economic relation with Israel (11
Nov). a anda
'

| *Solidarity meet organized in Hyderabad (27 Oct).
AIMMM asks Indian Government not to equate Israel and
Palestinians and support Palestinian cause. *Imam Jama
Masjid holds demonstration. *JUH demands break of !
diplomatic relations with Israel (16 Oct). Holds

demonstration (23 Oct). X P 0 I/, t

*Cong(l) demands stronger stand. *Left Parties support
cause.
*Arab Ambassadors make joint demarcation. F.M.

reiterates India’s support for Palestinian case but

emphasizes peace process. 1
*Palestine Ambassador calls on BJP President and leaders Ut t

of other major parties. L4 L4

Iraq: *Indian MP’s call for lifting sanctions..

Pakistan: *MQM Leader Altaf Hussain widely criticized
m Pakistan for his utterances against ‘Pakistan ideology’
(27 Oct). Government planning to charge him with high
[teason,

*Qacdianis gunned down in’ Punjab while praying (30
Oct). Another mob attack on Qadianis.  Attacks
condenmed by Amnesty International (14 Nov).

Saudi Arabia: *Renew invitation to F.M. Jaswant Singh.

Egypt: Ligyptian Ambassador calls on BJP President. 98 Mittal Chambers
Commemoration: *112" birth anniversary of Maulana p :

Abul Kalam Azad officially observed in Delhi (11 Nov). Nariman Point,

*Maulana Abul Hasan Ali Nadvi honoured with first Shah Mumbai - 400 021

Waliullah Award by Institute of Objectives Studies (3 202 3390

Nov).

Obituary: *Noted Urdu writer Anwar Azeem, 76, passes

away in Delhi. P.M. moums death (20 Oct). )
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